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Enjoy a
private tour
led by one of

the
sanctuary’s
amazing
zookeepers!

Wild About AEP/APA: Summer Mixer at the Folsom Zoo
and Wildlife Sanctuary

403 Stafford Street
Folsom, CA 95630

Please join AEP and APA for a fun, family-friendly summer mixer at the Folsom
Zoo Sanctuary on Thursday, July 30. Enjoy a special evening at the zoo with
an exclusive private tour led by one of the sanctuary’s amazing zookeepers.
Attendees will get a behind-the-scenes look at the sanctuary’s animal rescue



work, hear the stories of the animals who call the zoo home, and learn more
about native California wildlife species. The guided tour will conclude at the
barn area, where we will gather for refreshments, appetizers, and time to mix
and mingle with fellow AEP members, colleagues, friends, and families. This is
a great opportunity to connect with the AEP/APA community in a relaxed and
memorable setting while enjoying one of Folsom’s unique local treasures.

This event is free for AEP and APA members and children. Non-member
registration is $35; however, attendance is free with an AEP or APA
membership, so we encourage you to join or renew today. Attendees are
encouraged to bring their kids. Please indicate during registration whether you
will be bringing children and how many will attend.

Cost: FREE for AEP and APA members.
$35 for non-members, Free for children!

Date: Thursday, July 30

Schedule:

5:00pm Meet at Front Gate of Zoo

5:15 - 6:00pm Guided tour
6:00-7:00pm Mixer with refreshments in reserved picnic area
Register HERE!

2026 Speaker Series - Register Now!



BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES

Logethier

STRENGTHENING THE RELATIONSHIPS
AND SKILLS THAT CREATE BETTER PLACES.

The 2026 Speaker Series theme Building Better Communities

Together focuses on strengthening relationships and bringing together the
diverse voices that create resilient and livable communities. It will highlight
collaborative stories across the sectors, disciplines, and communities that have
depended on new and old relationships to advance planning.

All sessions will be held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Please check in prior to 9:30 a.m. and enjoy coffee.

Join us for networking after each session from 11:30 a.m. to Noon

West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue, West
Sacramento

Free parking at 1271 West Capitol Avenue (behind Walgreens) Bike parking is
available outside of the building and YoloBus routes 37, 40, 41, 42A, 42B and
240 serve the facility

We hope you can join us in person, but we will have a live streaming
option for all sessions at the same price as attending in person.

Friday, July 31, 2026 (CivicWell & Valley Vision)

CEQA 2.0: Diverse Perspectives on New CEQA Reform Proposals



Last June, Assembly Bill (AB) 130 and Senate Bill (SB) 131 were enacted as
part of the state’s approved budget. Collectively, this legislation paved the way
for sweeping changes to the policies and practices related to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), many of which were included in the Little
Hoover Commission’s 2024 report “CEQA: Targeted Reforms for California’s
Core Environmental Law.” This year, there are several new proposals to amend
or expand CEQA reforms, notably SB 954 (Blakespear) and the Building_an
Affordable California Act ballot measure backed by the California Chamber of
Commerce. This panel will provide an overview of CEQA reform to date and
highlight perspectives from civic, community, and business leaders on the risks
and opportunities offered with new CEQA exemption proposals with a focus on
common ground solutions to the modernization of CEQA as a policy tool.

Panelists: Pat Angell, Ascent, Sacramento Office Director and Chief Marketing
Officer; Kate Gordon, CEO, California Forward; Matt Bogoshian, Executive
Director, American Manufacturing Communities Collaborative; Kim Delfino,
President, Earth Advocacy; Evan Schmidt, CEO, Valley Vision; Bernadette
Austin, CEO, CivicWell

Friday, August 21, 2026 (ULI & Civic Thread)

Designing for Resilience Through Community-Informed Planning

As communities face growing challenges related to food access, public health,
and limited resources, planners are increasingly being asked to respond to
needs that extend beyond traditional planning approaches. This moderated
discussion brings together cross-sector professionals who have leveraged
planning, design, development, and partnerships to improve community well-
being and connect residents to essential resources. Through real-world
examples, panelists will explore innovative, community-informed strategies that
reimagine spaces, systems, and partnerships in response to evolving
community needs. Attendees will gain practical insights into cross-sector
collaboration, creative problem-solving, and the role planners can play in
building more resilient, equitable, and responsive communities.

Panelists: Sam Greenlee, CEO, Alchemist CDC; Amber Stott, CEO, Food
Literacy Center; (Invited) Carrie Johnson, Executive Director, Rancho Cordova
Food Locker

Moderator: Rosie Ramos, External Relations Team, SACOG

Partnerships for Vibrant Places

A region coming together for transformative change in our communities—the
kind of change that creates resilient and livable communities--

takes partnerships across multiple agencies and organizations. Together,

we accomplish what one agency or organization could not do alone--in this
case, in implementing the Sacramento region’s long-range plan, the 2025
Blueprint. Local initiatives presented during this session serve as evidence of
how established relationships became stronger by including new community
partners, and how those partners amplified voices and outcomes.

Panelists: Jon Lim, President, Marysville Chinese Community, Inc.; Kary
Hauck, CEO, Sapphire Marketing Group; Erika Bumgardner, AICP, Business



Development Liaison, City of Woodland; lan Evans, Executive Director, Yolo
County Housing Authority; Rosie Ramos, External Relationships Program
Manager, SACOG

Moderator: Lisa Lind, AICP, Blueprint Program Manager, SACOG
Friday, Oct 30, 2026 (AEP)

Development Economics for Inclusive Infill Development

With construction costs remaining stubbornly high in many places and rents
becoming unachievable in many communities, this session will focus on
successful approaches and examples of how we can foster affordable infill
development.

Panelists: Greta Soos, AICP, Senior Planner, City of Sacramento; Katie
Hanten, P.E., President, Vertical Pacific, ULI Housing Chair; Invited Affordable
Infill Developer, TBD

Friday, Nov 20, 2026 (APA & ASLA)

Synergy on the Streets: Aligning Multi-Disciplinary Teams and City
Agendas for Community-wide Impact and Climate Resiliency

This session explores how multi-disciplinary teams—spanning civil
engineering, landscape architecture, and architecture, can align with
community planning efforts and local stakeholders to meet community needs
through a unified, climate-resilient neighborhood design. We will discuss how
to marry design, grassroots efforts, and community trust by examining the
intersection of a vital community hub and an adjacent complete-streets-corridor
for La Familia's Opportunity Center on Franklin Boulevard.

Invited Panelists: Joel Rehbein, Staff Architect, WMB Architects; Ben
Woodside, Principal, CALA; Rachel Rios, Executive Director, La Familia
Counseling Center, Inc.

PROGRAM FLYER AND REGISTRATION: https://svsapa.org/
Approved for 2 AICP CM Credits Per Session

For More Information, Please Contact Professional Events at
jeni@proeventsjt.com or (916) 997-7002.

Save the Date for the 2026 SVS Student Scholarship
Fundraiser on September 16!

September 16, 2026
5:30-7:30 PM

Bike Dog Brewing - East Sac
1210 66th Street, Sacramento



Come have fun, bid on some amazing auction items and help raise money to
support Sacramento Valley Section planning students and emerging planners!

The Sacramento Valley Section of APA California is pleased to announce the
2026 Student Scholarship Fundraiser! Funds raised during the event go
towards scholarships that support education, mentoring, professional
development, and training for planners of all generations in the Sacramento
Valley. These funds are awarded through the California Planning Foundation
(CPF) and Scot Mende Memorial Fund.

Registration details coming soon!

Save the Date for the 2026 SVS Awards Ceremony on
October 15th!

Thursday, October 15, 2026 5:30pm @ The West Sacramento Community
Center

Join us for the 2026 SVS Awards Ceremony on October 15th! We’'ll be
gathering at the West Sacramento Community Center to celebrate this year’s
SVSAPA Award winners! Arrive early to enjoy some appetizers and
refreshments with colleagues and friends followed by our awards ceremony to
celebrate great planning achievements in Sacramento Valley. A full list of this
year’s award recipients can be found at svsapa.org/news/awards.

Registration details coming soon!

Save the Date for AEP 2026 NorCal Conference Sept 24-25,
2026, in Eureka.

The Association of Environmental Professionals San Francisco Bay Area and
Superior California chapters cover a large territory that stretches to the Oregon
border. This conference is designed to provide topics and a location for our
members and other planning and environmental professionals north of the
major urban areas around SF Bay and Sacramento. It is a very cost-effective
conference at two full days at usually less than $200. AICP and MCLE credits
will be available.

Conference Topics (tentative):

-Last Chance Grade Project (Caltrans)



-Tribal Consultation Best Practices-2026 Legislative Update
-Prairie Creek Restoration Project

-Pre-Disaster Planning for Post-Disaster Recovery-Offshore Wind and Port
Development

-Coastal Resiliency

-Housing / CEQA Reform (AB130/SB131)

-Agriculture and Forestry / AB 2494

-Klamath Dam Removal Project Update

-Redwood Region RISE: Working Lands and the Blue Economy Sector

For additional information on conference panels, please contact Bob Brown
bbrown@shn-engr.com

For additional information on sponsorship opportunities, please contact
Katherine Waugh: kwaugh@dudek.com

APA California

CALIFORNIA

PLANNING
ROUNDTABLE
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CALLING ALL CALIFORNIA PLANNERS!

Join planners from across California for a facilitated Listening Session hosted
by the Planner Emeritus Network (PEN) and the California Planning
Roundtable (CPR) to help shape a special workshop at the 2026 APA California
Conference in Los Angeles: The Elephant in the Room Imperative: Defending
Ethical Planning, Democracy and the Public Interest.

These 60-minute sessions are an opportunity to share concerns, experiences,
and questions about the future of planning as the profession faces
unprecedented challenges. Participant input will help inform the workshop’s



content and focus, ensuring it reflects the issues most important to California
planners.

Session dates:

e\Wednesday, July 15, 2026 | 6:00 — 7:00 PM PT
eFriday, August 7, 2026 | 12:00 — 1:00 PM PT
e\Wednesday, August 12, 2026 | 6:00 — 7:00 PM PT

Please pre-register to receive the Zoom meeting link for these sessions. As
part of your registration, you may attend any or all of the four scheduled
Listening Sessions. Be sure to add the date(s) you plan to attend to your
calendar.

2026 CONFERENCE
CRAFTING OUR NARRATIVE: PLANNING AS STORYTELLING

LOS ANGELES, CA AT
OCTOBER 3-6, 2026
THE JW MARRIOTT LA LIVE

Registration is Now Open for the APA California 2026
Conference!

Get ready to join APA California in Los Angeles for the APA California 2026
Conference, where planners from across the state will come together to
explore “Crafting Our Narrative: Planning as Storytelling.”



Set in one of California’s most dynamic and diverse regions, this conference
will spotlight the power of planning to shape communities, influence policy, and
bring the stories of our communities to life.

Engage in thought-provoking sessions, hands-on workshops, and energizing
networking opportunities designed to inspire, inform, and elevate your planning
practice.

Register HERE

Need help with registration or have questions about the conference? Our
team is happy to help.

Contact us: annualconference@apacalifornia.org

NEWS, INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

Sacramento Valley Section

SVS Professional Development Update
July 2026

AICP Office Hours

Members have two more opportunities to learn about the AICP Certification
process and get their questions answered. AICP Office Hours are free and
open to both members and non-members, but_registration is required.

2026 AICP Exam

The registration window for the 2026 AICP Exam is now halfway complete. If
you plan to take the exam this year, you must_register by August 31 and
complete the exam by September 30. Questions? Email aicp@planning.org
and include your APAID.

AICP Exam Prep Resources

New_exam prep resources have been added to the extensive collection
available on the APA website. Candidates are encouraged to review all
available materials, including the resources highlighted under Tip #4. The
collection includes practice exams and other study tools developed by Texas
A&M University.

Use before you lose!

Members who purchased an exam transfer from a previous exam cycle must
redeem it during the 2026 exam window._Registration is open through August
30 and exams must be scheduled by September 30. If you have questions
about your transfer status, email aicp@planning.org and include your APA ID.



Earn CM Credit Through Pro Bono Service

Give back to your community while advancing your professional development.
AICP members may claim up to 8 CM credits every two years for qualifying pro
bono planning service. Learn more about eligibility requirements and how to
document your service in your CM log through the Pro Bono CM Credit
program. Contact the AICP CM team for any questions at
AICPCM@planning.org.

Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network
(R-PLAN) Program

Applications are now being accepted for the 2026/27 Rural Planning
Leadership Academy and Network (R-PLAN) program (SVS RPLAN
webpage) designed for rural planning professionals working for Cities and
Counties in rural northern California. Applications are due by August 17, 2026
and the application form can be found at: RPLAN Application

The Program will run for 8 months beginning on October 15t and 16! to
coincide with the SVS Awards Event and concluding in May 2027. Program
tuition is $400 per person and includes two half-day in person sessions,
attendance at the Awards Event, the Winter Mixer, admission to the 2026
Speaker Series (a min $120 value) and the five remote learning sessions.
Jurisdictions must cover the cost of travel and lodging for one night at each of
the two in-person sessions (October 2026 and May 2027).

The two in-person sessions begin after lunch on day one and conclude after
lunch on the second day to allow for half day travel time each day. Evening
events will be programmed necessitating overnight lodging. The five (5)
remote learning & sharing sessions held once per month (in the mornings).
Topics covered at the in-person and remote sessions may include:

General leadership skills and Strengthsfinder
Housing

Managing a small agency

Disasters, Resiliency & Recovery
Transportation

Working with Electeds, Boards & Commissions
Community and tribal engagement and outreach
Legislation

Connecting with State Agencies and resources

Inquiries can be directed to rplansacvalley@gmail.com. We look forward to
another great RPLAN Session!



Other News

Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Kick-Off July 30

Caltrans is kicking off an update to the Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
(SBPP)! Key actions throughout the state will be identified to create safer and
more complete streets that encourage active transportation. The SBPP
encourages bicycle and pedestrian modes of travel while promoting the State’s
goals of equity, safety, accessibility, sustainability, modality, preservation, and
innovation. This plan is an important element of a statewide goal to provide
robust multimodal transportation options to everyone in California. The kick-off
webinar will be held on July 30th at 10:05AM; click here to register.

PLANNER EMERITUS NETWORK 2026 PLANNER
MEMORIAM PROGRAM

Since 2020, the APA California Board has coordinated with the Planner
Emeritus Network (PEN) on a program to recognize and celebrate the work of
planners who have passed away in the past year. PEN is honored to take the
lead in creating and implementing this important program. A brief Planner
Remembrance tribute will be presented at the annual APA California Chapter



conference in a plenary session so that the work of those remembered is
acknowledged by their peers.

Please help PEN honor an important Planner from the Sacramento Valley
Section that passed away since the Chapter conference in the fall of 2025.
Special consideration can also be given to prominent non-planners that have
made a significant contribution to the planning profession or California planning
in general. In responding to this request, it would be helpful for members to
provide an obituary, a brief biography, a photo/headshot, and contact
information for the planner’s colleagues or family members who may assist in
providing relevant information on their planning career or contributions to
planning practice.

Please send all information regarding this request and direct any questions to
Celia Yniguez, celia_yniguez@sbcglobal.net or David Kwong,
dkwong@cityofranchocordova.org who are coordinating this effort PEN. We
need your responses as soon as possible, but no later August 14, 2026 to
allow time for follow-up and production of the presentation prior to the Chapter
conference in Los Angeles October 3 -6, 2026.

Give Back to the Planning Profession by Joining the
Sacramento Valley Section Board!

The Sacramento Valley Section of APA has an instrumental role in developing
and implementing professional development and community-building
programming for the planning profession throughout Northern California. Join a
dedicated (and fun) group of planners from many specialties to help make the
planning field better! We meet monthly via zoom, and aim to meet in person
quarterly. The following roles are currently open. Please contact Section
Director Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra.ramsey@gmail.com for more
information.

= North Valley Division Director (Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, and Colusa
Counties)
= Planning Commissioner Representative

Thank you to our 2025-2026 Sponsors!

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies
on the generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development,
mentorship, and networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties
and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge thank you to our new and renewing sponsors! If
you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact the Section Director,
Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra@calbike.org.
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Stay up to date on your APA membership and AICP
certification!

Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your

personal email address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing
address are listed correctly. Both APA National and the California Chapter have
recently updated member portals, so please look for communication from each

to stay current.
Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!

Also, be sure to log AICP certification maintenance credits! The period ending
December 31, 2025 was given a grace period to log credits due to the member
portal transition, so please log your credits before May 31, 2026.

See below for membership options:




MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

AT A GLANCE

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS APA National APA California

(includes Chapter membership) Chapter-Only

Local Section Membership Included

Chapter/Section Publications (newsletters)

Vote in California Chapter Elections

Discounted CA State Conference

Local Networking Opportunities

Board & Leadership Opportunities

California Planning Foundation (CPF) Membership

B S S S S S S

Discounted Professional Development Opportunities

AICP Certification Opportunity

APA National Division Membership (extra cost)

Vote in National Elections

i e o L L LW L e

Discounted National Conference

APA NATIONAL MEMBER TYPES EXPLAINED

Student FREE APA National membership available while enrolled.

Retired Must be 65+, current & continuous APA member for 10+ years, & fully retired.
Life Must be 65+ and a current & continuous APA member for 25+ years.
GPBM* Group rate for non-planning professionals.

Academic** For senior faculty at eligible planning schools.

Chapter-only Membership
You may become a “chapter-only” member in California for only $150.

*GPBM - Group Planning Board Membership Dues

Agencies can pay a participation fee of $121 and sign up an unlimited number of planning
commissioners, zoning board members, or elected officials for $68 each (563 for APA national dues
and $5 for APA chapter dues) as long as they do not earn their living in planning.

**Academic Membership Dues

Eligible planning schools can enroll senior faculty in the Academic Membership program for a $420

group participation fee. Each member pays reduced dues of $160 (5135 national, $25 chapter), and
schools may also elect to pay reduced AICP dues of $93 per member.

Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapal

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa



APA National

Federal Impacts

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA
is making several efforts to support you.

Share your experiences

Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to
better support you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the
shifting federal polity landscape. Information can be shared anonymously at
APA is Listening

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial
Hardship

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some
members. [f you are in need of an exemption from member dues or CM
requirement, APA offer unemployed and in transition members the opportunity
to file exemption forms for dues and AICP Certification Maintenance. This
information piece provides more information: Membership Relief & Resources

MORE FROM SVS

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings
Webpage HERE

Ascent - Mid-Level Urban Planner

Sacramento or San Diego, CA « Urban Design and Planning

Our Urban Design + Planning Studio is looking for a mid-level Urban Planner to
join our team in either Sacramento or San Diego. Our ideal candidate has
experience working on long-range planning projects in California, including
general plans, housing elements, specific plans, zoning, and community
engagement. We are looking for someone who shares our passion for urban
planning and improving communities, and brings housing policy experience, a
collaborative attitude, the ability to take ownership of assignments, and a drive
to go beyond convention to develop creative solutions in a fast-paced urban
planning and design studio.



Ascent - Lead Urban Designer

Sacramento or San Diego, CA « Urban Design and Planning

Ascent is looking for a Lead Urban Designer to join our Urban Design +
Planning Studio. Our ideal candidate is a seasoned urban designer with deep
California experience, a collaborative attitude, and a track record of leading
specific plans, master plans, community plans, zoning, form-based codes,
design standards, feasibility studies, and community engagement. We are
looking for someone with a collaborative attitude, the ability to go beyond
convention and develop creative and elegant solutions, and an interest in being
part of a fast-paced design studio.

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-
related jobs. If you are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion
within the Section, please contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at
planresilience@gmail.com.

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you
would like to give a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS
newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our members. Please send your stories,
pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Paul Kronser at
paul.kronser@ascent.inc.

Like us on Facebook

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events,
programs, news, research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new
Facebook page.

Like us HERE!

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our

newsletter, please email it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc no later than the
each month.
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Contact info:

Email us! info@svsapa.org

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with us!

Click here to unsubscribe



