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amazing
zookeepers!

Wild About AEP/APA: Summer Mixer at the Folsom Zoo
and Wildlife Sanctuary

403 Stafford Street
Folsom, CA 95630

Please join AEP and APA for a fun, family-friendly summer mixer at the Folsom
Zoo Sanctuary on Thursday, July 30. Enjoy a special evening at the zoo with
an exclusive private tour led by one of the sanctuary’s amazing zookeepers.
Attendees will get a behind-the-scenes look at the sanctuary’s animal rescue



work, hear the stories of the animals who call the zoo home, and learn more
about native California wildlife species. The guided tour will conclude at the
barn area, where we will gather for refreshments, appetizers, and time to mix
and mingle with fellow AEP members, colleagues, friends, and families. This is
a great opportunity to connect with the AEP/APA community in a relaxed and
memorable setting while enjoying one of Folsom’s unique local treasures.

This event is free for AEP and APA members and children. Non-member
registration is $35; however, attendance is free with an AEP or APA
membership, so we encourage you to join or renew today. Attendees are
encouraged to bring their kids. Please indicate during registration whether you
will be bringing children and how many will attend.

Cost: FREE for AEP and APA members.
$35 for non-members, Free for children!

Date: Thursday, July 30

Schedule:

5:00pm Meet at Front Gate of Zoo

5:15 - 6:00pm Guided tour
6:00-7:00pm Mixer with refreshments in reserved picnic area
Register HERE!
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2026 CONFERENTCE
CRAFTING OUR NARRATIVE: PLANNING AS STORYTELLING

LOS ANGELES, CA AT
OCTOBER 3-6, 2026 '
THE JW MARRIOTT LA LIVE

Registration is Now Open for the APA California 2026
Conference!

Get ready to join APA California in Los Angeles for the APA California 2026
Conference, where planners from across the state will come together to
explore “Crafting Our Narrative: Planning as Storytelling.”

Set in one of California’s most dynamic and diverse regions, this conference
will spotlight the power of planning to shape communities, influence policy, and
bring the stories of our communities to life.

Engage in thought-provoking sessions, hands-on workshops, and energizing
networking opportunities designed to inspire, inform, and elevate your planning
practice.

Register HERE

Need help with registration or have questions about the conference? Our
team is happy to help.

Contact us: annualconference@apacalifornia.org

NEWS, INFORMATION AND RESOURCES



Sacramento Valley Section

Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network
(R-PLAN) Program

The 2025/26 Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network (R-PLAN)
Program cohort concluded their 8-month program in Sacramento on May 21st
concluding our third year of this program. This session’s participants included:

Alyssa Mondoza, Butte County; Christopher Smith, City of Gridley; Max
Stockton, Pablo Guerrero, and Trish Turner from Lake County; Shelby Miller,
Jamie Henry, and Robert Fitzsimmons from Mendocino County; Justine
Quealy, Nevada County; Krystle Brogna, Shasta LAFCO; Keith Williams,
Shasta Regional Transportation Authority; Drew Plebani and Angel Chappell
from Trinity County; and Alexandra Gonzales, City of Eureka.

The R-PLAN Program, launched in 2023 by the Sacramento Valley Section, is
designed specifically for Planning Professionals working for Cities and
Counties in rural Northern California. The SVS Board recognizes the unique
experiences and needs of our rural members, as well as the difficulties they
may experience getting to in-person events typically held in Sacramento. Nine
sessions were held between October 2025 and May 2026 with over 30 guest
speakers and moderators. We also wish to express our appreciation to the
many speakers who volunteered their time and expertise to share with the
group!

Information regarding recruitment for the 2026/27 Cohort will be available in the
July/August timeframe and can be found at_https://svsapa.org/about-
us/rplan.html or by emailing rplansacvalley@gmail.com.




Congratulations PLAN Sac Valley Class of 2026!

The APA CA Sacramento Valley Section would like to recognize and
congratulate the PLAN SAC Valley 2026 Class. The PLAN Mentees and
Mentors celebrated the close of the Program at the Catapult Party on May 27th.
Kacey Lizon, Deputy Executive Director of Planning & Programs at the
Sacramento Area Council of Governments and PLAN Alumni, delivered an
inspiring keynote speaking to the value of connecting with planners. The
Program participants included:

PLAN Mentees

Tryphena Arthur, Abode Services; Nathan Ballard, California State University
Sacramento, Student; Blair Czarecki, Blitzer Design Company; Jean-Luc
Ducatillon, University of California Davis, Student; Elise Gustilo, Rincon
Consultants, Inc.; Samson Kisner, Sacramento County; Logan Legg, City of
Sacramento; Luba Lipatova, Institute of Transportation Studies, University of
California, Davis; Eileen Ly, City of Rancho Cordova; Francisco Prado, San
Joaquin County; Aida Omrani, University of California Davis, Graduate Student;
Camille Randolph, Caltrans; Janicia Thedmada, San Joaquin Council of
Governments; Preston Wong, Transportation Planner; and Phil Wright, Drago
Vantage

PLAN Mentors

Antonio Ablog, AICP, City of Elk Grove; Dan Amsden, MIG, Erika Bumgardner,
AICP, City of Woodland; Nathan Cataline, Civix Consulting Group; Matt Diaz,
AICP, BKF Engineering; Mike Isle, AICP, Stonebridge Properties; Becky
Johnson, Sacramento Area Council of Governments; David Kwong, AICP, City
of Rancho Cordova; Bob Lagomarsino, AICP, Lagomarsino Planning +
Management ; Lisa Lind, Sacramento Area Council of Governments; Jason
McCoy, City of West Sacramento; Sam Shelton, Sacramento Area Council of
Governments; Greta Soos, AICP, City of Sacramento; Justine Recio-Patel,
AICP, Sacramento Area Council of Governments; and Arwen Wacht, City of
Rocklin

PLAN Sac Valley is a fun and rewarding one-on-one and group mentoring
forum for personal and professional growth and development. The Program
matches planners (Mentees) in their early years of their careers with
established technical and policy planning professionals (Mentors) that will share
their invaluable knowledge and experience to help mentees. The Program will
run from February thru June with a maximum of up to 15 Mentor/Mentee
pairings.

The PLAN Steering Committee would also like to thank the following for
supporting the Program: Bike Dog, East Sacramento; City of Sacramento; City
of West Sacramento; Jim Harnish, Mintier Harnish; and Julia Lave Johnston,
PLANWELL Consulting.

Information regarding recruitment for the 2027 Cohort will be available in the
December 2026/January 2027 timeframe and can be found at PLAN Sac Valley,
or by emailing plansacvalley@gmail.com.

PLAN Class of 2026 Celebrating Close of the Program Year at a Catapult Party



Other News

Give Back to the Planning Profession by Joining the
Sacramento Valley Section Board!

The Sacramento Valley Section of APA has an instrumental role in developing
and implementing professional development and community-building
programming for the planning profession throughout Northern California. Join a
dedicated (and fun) group of planners from many specialties to help make the
planning field better! We meet monthly via zoom, and aim to meet in person
quarterly. The following roles are currently open. Please contact Section
Director Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra.ramsey@gmail.com for more
information.

= North Valley Division Director (Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, and Colusa

Counties)
= Planning Commissioner Representative



Thank you to our 2025-2026 Sponsors!

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies
on the generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development,
mentorship, and networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties
and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge thank you to our new and renewing sponsors! If
you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact the Section Director,
Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra@calbike.org.
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Stay up to date on your APA membership and AICP
certification!

Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your
personal email address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing

address are listed correctly. Both APA National and the California Chapter have
recently updated member portals, so please look for communication from each

to stay current.
Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!

Also, be sure to log AICP certification maintenance credits! The period ending
December 31, 2025 was given a grace period to log credits due to the member
portal transition, so please log your credits before May 31, 2026.

See below for membership options:




MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

AT A GLANCE

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS APA National APA California

(includes Chapter membership) Chapter-Only

Local Section Membership Included

Chapter/Section Publications (newsletters)

Vote in California Chapter Elections

Discounted CA State Conference

Local Networking Opportunities

Board & Leadership Opportunities

California Planning Foundation (CPF) Membership
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Discounted Professional Development Opportunities

AICP Certification Opportunity

APA National Division Membership (extra cost)

Vote in National Elections
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Discounted National Conference

APA NATIONAL MEMBER TYPES EXPLAINED

Student FREE APA National membership available while enrolled.

Retired Must be 65+, current & continuous APA member for 10+ years, & fully retired.
Life Must be 65+ and a current & continuous APA member for 25+ years.
GPBM* Group rate for non-planning professionals.

Academic** For senior faculty at eligible planning schools.

Chapter-only Membership
You may become a “chapter-only” member in California for only $150.

*GPBM - Group Planning Board Membership Dues

Agencies can pay a participation fee of $121 and sign up an unlimited number of planning
commissioners, zoning board members, or elected officials for $68 each (563 for APA national dues
and $5 for APA chapter dues) as long as they do not earn their living in planning.

**Academic Membership Dues

Eligible planning schools can enroll senior faculty in the Academic Membership program for a $420

group participation fee. Each member pays reduced dues of $160 (5135 national, $25 chapter), and
schools may also elect to pay reduced AICP dues of $93 per member.

Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapal

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa



APA National

Federal Impacts

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA
is making several efforts to support you.

Share your experiences

Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to
better support you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the
shifting federal polity landscape. Information can be shared anonymously at
APA is Listening

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial
Hardship

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some
members. [f you are in need of an exemption from member dues or CM
requirement, APA offer unemployed and in transition members the opportunity
to file exemption forms for dues and AICP Certification Maintenance. This
information piece provides more information: Membership Relief & Resources

MORE FROM SVS

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings
Webpage HERE

Ascent - Mid-Level Urban Planner

Sacramento or San Diego, CA < Urban Design and Planning

Our Urban Design + Planning Studio is looking for a mid-level Urban Planner to
join our team in either Sacramento or San Diego. Our ideal candidate has
experience working on long-range planning projects in California, including
general plans, housing elements, specific plans, zoning, and community
engagement. We are looking for someone who shares our passion for urban
planning and improving communities, and brings housing policy experience, a
collaborative attitude, the ability to take ownership of assignments, and a drive
to go beyond convention to develop creative solutions in a fast-paced urban
planning and design studio.



Ascent - Lead Urban Designer

Sacramento or San Diego, CA « Urban Design and Planning

Ascent is looking for a Lead Urban Designer to join our Urban Design +
Planning Studio. Our ideal candidate is a seasoned urban designer with deep
California experience, a collaborative attitude, and a track record of leading
specific plans, master plans, community plans, zoning, form-based codes,
design standards, feasibility studies, and community engagement. We are
looking for someone with a collaborative attitude, the ability to go beyond
convention and develop creative and elegant solutions, and an interest in being
part of a fast-paced design studio.

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-
related jobs. If you are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion
within the Section, please contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at
planresilience@gmail.com.

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you
would like to give a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS
newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our members. Please send your stories,
pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Paul Kronser at
paul.kronser@ascent.inc.

Like us on Facebook

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events,
programs, news, research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new
Facebook page.

Like us HERE!

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our

newsletter, please email it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc no later than the
each month.
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Contact info:

Email us! info@svsapa.org

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with us!

Click here to unsubscribe



