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2027 APA Conference Host Committee Seeks
Subcommittee Chairs and Members

The Sacramento Valley Section will be hosting the 2027 California APA
Conference September 10-14, 2027 in downtown Sacramento. There are
several ways you can get involved and help the Sacramento Valley Section
(SVS APA) make this conference engaging and meaningful. With so many
issues facing our communities and our profession, this is a great opportunity to
have an impact.

The Conference Host Committee (CHC) Co-Chairs are seeking self-
nominations from those who are interested in serving as Conference
Subcommittee Co-Chairs, as well as Subcommittee members. Subcommittee
Co-Chairs are critical for working with their committees to plan the conference
focus, content and events. It is the responsibility of the Subcommittees and
CHC to shape the event and the experience; the California APA Chapter Staff
provides logistical, administrative, and

conference planning support. Subcommittee members are integral to shaping
the event supporting Co-Chairs.

Join us on Tuesday, May 12 from 5:30 to 7pm at Urban Roots (1322 V St,
Sacramento) to talk to CHC Co-Chairs and SVS leadership and learn more
about the Subcommittees.

Please fill out one of the following forms to submit your interest in being a
Subcommittee Co-Chair or Subcommittee Member. Submissions are requested
by June 5. If you have any questions about the Subcommittee duties or co-
chair roles, please contact Tom Pace, Conference Host Committee Co-Chair, at
pacets@gmail.com.

Missing Middles x AIA Central Valley Kickoff
Event
April 15, 2026 | 5:30-7:00 PM

Room 1119, New City Hall
915 | Street, Sacramento

This event brings together city leadership, housing practitioners, and
developers to discuss how Sacramento’s missing middle housing policies are
translating into built projects. The conversation will focus on early outcomes,
implementation challenges, and what it will take to deliver small-scale infill
housing in practice.



Small-Scale Housing,
Big Opportunity

Missing Middle Housing: Policy, Practice, and the Path Forward
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Room 221 Richards Boulevard Office, 651 Bannon St, Sacramento, CA 95811

7th Annual Homeless Resource Fair

The 7th Annual Homeless Resource Fair is taking place in Jackson and is
organized by the Amador County Homeless Task Force and their Affiliates. This
2-day Stand-down style event will take place May 17-May 18, 2026 (Sunday-
Monday) at Detert Park in Jackson, CA 95642 where attendees will have
access to various self and health-care related services, resources and supplies,
meals provided by local community businesses, live entertainment and music,
and an opportunity to connect with other community members from Amador



County and the Sierra Nevada Mother-lode Region. Event organizers are still
looking for volunteers so feel free to reach out if you are interested in helping
out at this event, and feel free to recommend it to any unhoused folks you know
who would be interested in attending.

Please reach out to Krista Ruesel @ kruesel@amadorcounty.gov or visit the
Facebook page:_https://www.facebook.com/events/1543493900043940/
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Get ready to join APA California in Los Angeles for the APA California 2026
Conference, where planners from across the state will come together to
explore “Crafting Our Narrative: Planning as Storytelling.”

Set in one of California’s most dynamic and diverse regions, this conference
will spotlight the power of planning to shape communities, influence policy, and
bring the stories of our communities to life.



Engage in thought-provoking sessions, hands-on workshops, and energizing
networking opportunities designed to inspire, inform, and elevate your planning
practice.

Stay tuned for more details about this exciting conference and visit the
project website HERE!

Community Events

Indigenous People and the California Gold Rush,
1846—1873

On April 24, 2026 at noon, we will discuss the fifth chapter of William Bauer’s
book, We Are the Land: A History of Native California: Indigenous People and
the California Gold Rush, 1846—1873. Register_here.

The session will be hosted by Professor Bauer and Deputy Secretary Geneva
E.B. Thompson and will include a 30-45 minute presentation by Professor
Bauer, and will include 15 minutes for audience questions, moderated by the
Deputy Secretary. This series is part of the Tribal Stewardship Policy and
Toolkit and is open to the public.

If you missed the first session and want to get caught up, you can watch past
webinars and explore other resources on the Tribal Stewardship Policy Toolkit
website_here.

This webinar series is part of the Tribal Stewardship Policy Toolkit, intended to
increase the capacity of tribes, state agencies, and non-tribal entities to
advance tribal stewardship, including tribal access, collaboration, and ancestral
land return according to the CNRA Tribal Stewardship Policy.

For those unable to attend, the webinar will be recorded and posted along with
additional resources to our website. For more information:

» Explore the Tribal Stewardship Policy and Toolkit here.
= Sign up for our listserv to receive invitations for future webinars and to be
alerted when tools are posted to our website.

We hope you can join us!

NEWS, INFORMATION AND RESOURCES



APA California

AICP Exam and Certification Maintenance Updates

The American Planning Association (APA) is implementing its "One Path to
AICP" (https://www.planning.org/certification/) update, designed to broaden
access and reduce barriers for certification candidates. The transition features
expanded, consolidated windows for testing and experience assessments to
provide candidates with greater flexibility.

2026 Key Dates & Deadlines

While the APA targets an April launch (with May as the latest projected start) for
the One Path to AICP program, the current tentative schedule for the Standard
Window is:

= Exam Registration: Late April — August 31, 2026 ($305 fee)

« Exam Administration: Late April — September 30, 2026 (Results from
Prometric delivered immediately)

= Experience Assessment: Late April — November 30, 2026 ($305 fee)



JUST ANNOUNCED:
2026 AICP Exam Window

REGISTRATION OPENS MAY 4

AICP Exam Retake Policy
Candidates can take the standard AICP exam up to three times in 2026. Each

attempt requires a new fee and a mandatory 30-day waiting period between
tests.

Special "Pilot” AICP Exam Opportunity

APA will offer an AICP pilot exam in late 2026 as part of an ongoing process to
establish new scoring baselines and keep the AICP exam current and fair. If



you pass the pilot exam, it counts toward certification and you will become an
AICP Candidate.

= Registration: October 1 — 30, 2026

» Testing Window: November 2 — 28, 2026

= Reduced Fee: $100

» Important Note: Results for the pilot exam will be delivered in roughly 4—
6 weeks after Prometric review, and passing candidates cannot submit
their experience assessment until 2027.

CM Grace Period Extension

Due to ongoing technical issues with the new APA website, the Certification
Maintenance (CM) grace period has been extended. AICP members now have
until May 31, 2026, to complete and log their required CM credits.

Please contact Steve Peterson (steve.peterson@kimley-
horn.com/916.531.5513) if you have questions or would like more
information.

California Planning Foundation (CPF) Scholarships
One month left to apply!

The California Planning Foundation (CPF) scholarships are available to
outstanding planning students enrolled at eligible professional planning degree
programs in California. Criteria for the scholarships include academic
performance, financial need, increasing diversity in the planning profession, and
a commitment to serve the planning profession in California after graduation.

These scholarships are designed for continuing students entering their final
year of an eligible undergraduate or graduate degree program. This means that
if you are in a two-year graduate program, apply when you are towards the end
of your first year. If you are in a four-year undergraduate program, apply when
you are a junior (third year).

In the Sacramento Section, the following universities/programs qualify:
CSU Chico

BA, Geography, Option in Human Geography and Planning

BA, Geography, Option in Physical and Environmental Geography
BS, Environmental Science

MS, Environmental Science

CSU Sacramento

BA, Geography, Concentration in Metropolitan Area Planning

BA, Geography, Concentration in Human Geography

BA, Geography, Concentration in Geographic Information Systems and
Analysis

= BA/BS, Environmental Studies

Master of Public Policy and Administration



UC Davis

BS, Community and Regional Development

BA, Environmental Policy Analysis and Planning
BS, Environmental Science and Management
BS, Landscape Architecture

BS, Sustainable Environmental Design

MS, Community Development

MS, Environmental Policy and Management
MA, Geography

MS, Transportation Technology and Policy

We kindly ask your support in spreading the word to eligible students in the
Sacramento Section. This can be done via email blasts, social media, or other
ways to reach your students. CPF has traditionally received limited applications
from eligible students at CSU Chico in particular, so we appreciate your
additional efforts to help us spread the word.

The scholarship application form can be found here_https://bit.ly/CPF_26 or by
scanning the QR code below:

We will also be hosting an informational webinar which will walk students
through the application process and provide an opportunity to answer any
questions they may have. The link to register for the webinar is here:
https://bit.ly/CPFinfo26

A webinar recording is available on the CPF website (https://www.cpfapa.org/)
upon its completion.

Please reach out with any questions you may have!
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Research Participants Needed

Join a study exploring the unique experiences of first-generation Black and
Latinx/a/o students in urban planning master's programs and contribute to
meaningful academic research.

Eligibility Requirements:

= |dentify as Black and/or Latinx/a/o
» First-Generation Student



= Must be a current second-year student - OR - less than one-year post-
graduation from a master’s program in urban planning.

= Enrolled or graduated from a master’s program at one of the following
universities: Cal Poly Pomona, UC Irvine, UCLA, or USC.

= Must complete a questionnaire and commit to a one-hour interview.

If you meet the eligibility requirements and are interested in participating in this
study, please fill out a brief questionnaire by following the link:

Link: https://bit.ly/FirstGen_PlanningStudent

Questions?

Jorge Padilla
Doctoral Candidate
j.padilla@ucla.edu

Student Assistant Position

The student assistant will be a great opportunity for those wanting to embark on
a career in transportation planning. They will work on policy analysis for
transportation initiatives and laws, analysis of research projects and research
needs, and strategic planning to create an exciting transportation future. This
position will help us create the next generation of transportation.

The job ad can be found HERE

Other News

PEN Nominations Open

The Planner Emeritus Network (PEN) is an auxiliary and resource support
group for the APA California Chapter, the California Planning Foundation, and
the California Planning Historical Society. PEN represents a body of long-
tenured members of APA who are available to provide to the Board and other
APA California groups substantial knowledge of the profession as it has
matured in California, in particular. The PEN Honors awards recognize the
efforts of senior members of the planning profession who have contributed to
California planning through their leadership and service to their communities
and the profession. Nominations for PEN Honors are due May 11, 2026. The
primary criteria for the Honors Awards is consistent with those for membership
in PEN, which includes Life Membership in APA, Fellows of AICP (FAICP), and
retired members of APA. Nominees should have distinguished themselves by



service to APA California and/or the Planning profession within California over
an extensive period of time. Please email kendra.ramsey@gmail.com for more
information.

Give Back to the Planning Profession by Joining the
Sacramento Valley Section Board!

The Sacramento Valley Section of APA has an instrumental role in developing
and implementing professional development and community-building
programming for the planning profession throughout Northern California. Join a
dedicated (and fun) group of planners from many specialties to help make the
planning field better! We meet monthly via zoom, and aim to meet in person
quarterly. The following roles are currently open. Please contact Section
Director Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra.ramsey@gmail.com for more
information.

North Valley Division Director (Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, and Colusa
Counties)

Sponsorship Chair

Association of Environmental Professionals Liaison

Planning Commissioner Representative

Thank you to our 2025-2026 Sponsors!

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies
on the generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development,
mentorship, and networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties
and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge thank you to our new and renewing sponsors! If
you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact the Section Director,
Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra@calbike.org.
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Stay up to date on your APA membership and AICP
certification!

Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your
personal email address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing
address are listed correctly. Both APA National and the California Chapter have
recently updated member portals, so please look for communication from each
to stay current.

Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!

Also, be sure to log AICP certification maintenance credits! The period ending
December 31, 2025 was given a grace period to log credits due to the member
portal transition, so please log your credits before May 31, 2026.

See below for membership options:



MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

AT A GLANCE

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS APA National APA California

(includes Chapter membership) Chapter-Only

Local Section Membership Included

Chapter/Section Publications (newsletters)

Vote in California Chapter Elections

Discounted CA State Conference

Local Networking Opportunities

Board & Leadership Opportunities

California Planning Foundation (CPF) Membership
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Discounted Professional Development Opportunities

AICP Certification Opportunity

APA National Division Membership (extra cost)

Vote in National Elections
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Discounted National Conference

APA NATIONAL MEMBER TYPES EXPLAINED

Student FREE APA National membership available while enrolled.

Retired Must be 65+, current & continuous APA member for 10+ years, & fully retired.
Life Must be 65+ and a current & continuous APA member for 25+ years.
GPBM¥* Group rate for non-planning professionals.

Academic** For senior faculty at eligible planning schools.

Chapter-only Membership
You may become a “chapter-only” member in California for only $150.

*GPBM - Group Planning Board Membership Dues

Agencies can pay a participation fee of $121 and sign up an unlimited number of planning
commissioners, zoning board members, or elected officials for $68 each (563 for APA national dues
and $5 for APA chapter dues) as long as they do not earn their living in planning.

**Academic Membership Dues

Eligible planning schools can enroll senior faculty in the Academic Membership program for a $420

group participation fee. Each member pays reduced dues of $160 ($135 national, $25 chapter), and
schools may also elect to pay reduced AICP dues of $93 per member.

Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapal

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa



APA National

Federal Impacts

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA
is making several efforts to support you.

Share your experiences

Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to
better support you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the
shifting federal polity landscape. Information can be shared anonymously at
APA is Listening

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial
Hardship

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some
members. [f you are in need of an exemption from member dues or CM
requirement, APA offer unemployed and in transition members the opportunity
to file exemption forms for dues and AICP Certification Maintenance. This
information piece provides more information: Membership Relief & Resources

MORE FROM SVS

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you
would like to give a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS
newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our members. Please send your stories,
pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Paul Kronser at
paul.kronser@ascent.inc.

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings
Webpage HERE

Ascent - Mid-Level Urban Planner




Sacramento or San Diego, CA « Urban Design and Planning

Our Urban Design + Planning Studio is looking for a mid-level Urban Planner to
join our team in either Sacramento or San Diego. Our ideal candidate has
experience working on long-range planning projects in California, including
general plans, housing elements, specific plans, zoning, and community
engagement. We are looking for someone who shares our passion for urban
planning and improving communities, and brings housing policy experience, a
collaborative attitude, the ability to take ownership of assignments, and a drive
to go beyond convention to develop creative solutions in a fast-paced urban
planning and design studio.

Ascent - Lead Urban Designer

Sacramento or San Diego, CA « Urban Design and Planning

Ascent is looking for a Lead Urban Designer to join our Urban Design +
Planning Studio. Our ideal candidate is a seasoned urban designer with deep
California experience, a collaborative attitude, and a track record of leading
specific plans, master plans, community plans, zoning, form-based codes,
design standards, feasibility studies, and community engagement. We are
looking for someone with a collaborative attitude, the ability to go beyond
convention and develop creative and elegant solutions, and an interest in being
part of a fast-paced design studio.

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-

related jobs. If you are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion
within the Section, please contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at

planresilience@gmail.com.

Like us on Facebook

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events,
programs, news, research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new
Facebook page.

Like us HERE!

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our

newsletter, please email it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc no later than the 7th of
each month.




Contact info:

Email us! info@svsapa.org

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with us!

Click here to unsubscribe
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