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EVENTS

Sacramento Valley Section

The Redding City Trails Conference & Showcase



March 12th & 13th, 2026, Downtown Redding

City Trails are positively impacting Redding by enhancing community benefits
and fostering economic development through presentations and discussions
with city and regional leaders. Inspired by the success of the Indianapolis
Cultural Trail, we invite you to hear from its director about the transformative
effects of well-designed infrastructure on local residents and businesses. Join
us to reflect, learn, and celebrate these successes together.

AGENDA

Part 1: Intro Presentations & On-Site Tours
Thursday March 12, noon — 4:00 pm

» Q&A with Indianapolis Cultural Trail Director, Karen Haley
= Jeannie Ward Waller, Director of Transportation Advocacy
= Intro to the Downtown Loop Trail, and onsite walk / bike tours

Part 2: City Trails Economic & Community Impact, Reflect, Share,
Celebrate
Thursday March 12. 5:30 - 9:00 pm Cascade Theater

» Jake Mangas, MC

= Indianapolis Cultural Trail Director, Karen Haley

» Jeannie Ward Waller, Director of Transportation Advocacy

= Redding City Trails — Presentations & Recognition. City Mayor, and
Directors of Shasta Regional Transportation Agency, Caltrans District 2,
and City of Redding

Part 3: Going Deeper, Presentations and Discussion
Friday March 13, Odd Fellows Hall 9:00 am — noon
Presenters include:

Tamy Quigley, Caltrans D2 Acting Deputy Director
Zach Bonnin, City of Redding Transportation Planner
The Indianapolis Cultural Trail

City Trails + Amenities

Executive Director, Karen Haley will share the ways the Indianapolis Cultural
Trail was designed and built to boost economic and community development.
Learn more: https://indyculturaltrail.org/

Register to attend here: https://shastalivingstreets.org/events/city-trails-
march-12-13/
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APA AWARDS

* Sacramento Valley Section

Call for 2026 SVS Awards Nominations

The 2026 SVS APA Awards Program has begun! Help us celebrate and
recognize local planning superstars by submitting innovative plans and
projects; distinguished APA members, agencies, firms, and planning
achievements.

2026 SVS AWARDS APPLICATION

For additional details about eligibility, the nomination process, and award
categories, please review the SVS Awards Policy Document.

Award applications are due Friday March 20, 2026. Click the link below to
apply!

If you have any questions, please contact Nikki Zanchetta
(nikki@mintierharnish.com), SVS Awards Director.

SVS APA Awards Jury Application

We are looking for enthusiastic individuals willing to dedicate a few hours to
help review award applications and select the 2026 SVS APA Award winners.
There are no minimum requirements for planning experience, anyone from
students to retired planners are welcome to apply.

The SVS Awards Jury will meet virtually for about 2 hours during the last week
of April to review and deliberate Awards Nominations. Read more about the
requirements, responsibilities, and benefits of participating on the Awards Jury
here.

Applications are due Friday March 13, 2026. Click the link below to apply!

Click here to fill out the Jury application form.

If you have any questions, please contact Nikki Zanchetta
(nikki@mintierharnish.com), SVS Awards Director.




APA California

2026 CONFERENICECE
CRAFTING OUR NARRATIVE: PLANNING AS STORYTELLING

LOS ANGELES, CA AT
OCTOBER 3-6, 2026 ’
THE JW MARRIOTT LA LIVE

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Get ready to join APA California in Los Angeles for the APA California 2026
Conference, where planners from across the state will come together to
explore “Crafting Our Narrative: Planning as Storytelling.”

Set in one of California’s most dynamic and diverse regions, this conference
will spotlight the power of planning to shape communities, influence policy, and
bring the stories of our communities to life.

Engage in thought-provoking sessions, hands-on workshops, and energizing
networking opportunities designed to inspire, inform, and elevate your planning
practice.

Stay tuned for more details about this exciting conference and visit the
project website HERE!



NEWS, INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
APA California

AICP Exam and Certification Maintenance Updates

The American Planning Association (APA) is implementing its "One Path to
AICP" (https://www.planning.org/certification/) update, designed to broaden
access and reduce barriers for certification candidates. The transition features
expanded, consolidated windows for testing and experience assessments to
provide candidates with greater flexibility.

2026 Key Dates & Deadlines

While the APA targets an April launch (with May as the latest projected start) for
the One Path to AICP program, the current tentative schedule for the Standard
Window is:

= Exam Registration: Late April — August 31, 2026 ($305 fee)

» Exam Administration: Late April — September 30, 2026 (Results from
Prometric delivered immediately)

= Experience Assessment: Late April — November 30, 2026 ($305 fee)

AICP Exam Retake Policy

Candidates can take the standard AICP exam up to three times in 2026. Each
attempt requires a new fee and a mandatory 30-day waiting period between
tests.

Special "Pilot"” AICP Exam Opportunity

APA will offer an AICP pilot exam in late 2026 as part of an ongoing process to
establish new scoring baselines and keep the AICP exam current and fair. If
you pass the pilot exam, it counts toward certification and you will become an
AICP Candidate.

» Registration: October 1 — 30, 2026

= Testing Window: November 2 — 28, 2026

= Reduced Fee: $100

» Important Note: Results for the pilot exam will be delivered in roughly 4—
6 weeks after Prometric review and passing candidates cannot submit
their experience assessment until 2027.

CM Grace Period Extension

Due to ongoing technical issues with the new APA website, the Certification
Maintenance (CM) grace period has been extended. AICP members now have
until May 31, 2026, to complete and log their required CM credits.



Please contact Steve Peterson (steve.peterson@kimley-
horn.com/916.531.5513) if you have questions or would like more
information.

Research Participants Needed

Join a study exploring the unique experiences of first-generation Black and Latinx/a/o students in
urban planning master's programs and contribute to meaningful academic research.

Eligibility Requirements:

= |dentify as Black and/or Latinx/a/o

= First-Generation Student

= Must be a current second-year student - OR - less than one-year post-graduation from a
master’s program in urban planning.

= Enrolled or graduated from a master’s program at one of the following universities: Cal Poly
Pomona, UC Irvine, UCLA, or USC.

= Must complete a questionnaire and commit to a one-hour interview.

If you meet the eligibility requirements and are interested in participating in this study, please fill
out a brief questionnaire by following the link:

Link: https://bit.ly/FirstGen_PlanningStudent

Questions?

Jorge Padilla
Doctoral Candidate
j-padilla@ucla.edu

Other News

SVS welcomes new Board Member!

We are delighted to welcome our new University Representative, Dr. Catherine Brinkley! Dr.
Brinkley is an Associate Professor in Human Ecology, Community and Regional Development in
the College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences at UC Davis, and has published on topics
such as healthy food systems, local government planning and decision-making, and sustainable
development. She leads the Equity, Land, and Food Systems (ELFS) lab group that currently
works on informing citizen engagement in local climate and equity planning.

Congratulations to Andrea Ouse, FAICP



The Sacramento Valley Section congratulates our own Andrea Ouse, who has
recently been inducted into the College of Fellows of the American Institute of
Certified Planners (FAICP). Induction to the AICP College of Fellows is the
highest honor the American Institute of Certified Planners bestows upon a
member. Fellows are nominated and selected by their peers to recognize and
honor their outstanding contributions as professional planners. Andrea serves
as the Community Development Director for the City of West Sacramento, the
Region VI Director of the American Planning Association, and Past President of
the APA California Chapter. Congratulations, Andrea!

PEN Nominations Open

The Planner Emeritus Network (PEN) is an auxiliary and resource support
group for the APA California Chapter, the California Planning Foundation, and
the California Planning Historical Society. PEN represents a body of long-
tenured members of APA who are available to provide to the Board and other
APA California groups substantial knowledge of the profession as it has
matured in California, in particular. The PEN Honors awards recognize the
efforts of senior members of the planning profession who have contributed to
California planning through their leadership and service to their communities
and the profession. Nominations for PEN Honors are due May 11, 2026. The
primary criteria for the Honors Awards is consistent with those for membership
in PEN, which includes Life Membership in APA, Fellows of AICP (FAICP), and
retired members of APA. Nominees should have distinguished themselves by
service to APA California and/or the Planning profession within California over
an extensive period of time. Please email kendra.ramsey@gmail.com for more
information.

Give Back to the Planning Profession by Joining the
Sacramento Valley Section Board!

The Sacramento Valley Section of APA has an instrumental role in developing
and implementing professional development and community-building
programming for the planning profession throughout Northern California. Join a
dedicated (and fun) group of planners from many specialties to help make the
planning field better! We meet monthly via zoom, and aim to meet in person
quarterly. The following roles are currently open. Please contact Section
Director Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra.ramsey@gmail.com for more
information.

= North Valley Division Director (Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, and Colusa
Counties)

Sponsorship Chair

Association of Environmental Professionals Liaison

Planning Commissioner Representative



Thank you to our 2025-2026 Sponsors!

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies
on the generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development,
mentorship, and networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties
and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge thank you to our new and renewing sponsors! If
you are interested in becoming a sponsor, please contact the Section Director,
Kendra Ramsey, AICP at kendra@calbike.org.

Presenting Sponsor :ﬁ
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Stay up to date on your APA membership and AICP
certification!

Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your
personal email address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing
address are listed correctly. Both APA National and the California Chapter have
recently updated member portals, so please look for communication from each
to stay current.

Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!

Also, be sure to log AICP certification maintenance credits! The period ending
December 31, 2025 was given a grace period to log credits due to the member
portal transition, so please log your credits before May 31, 2026.

See below for membership options:



MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

AT A GLANCE

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS APA National APA California

(includes Chapter membership) Chapter-Only

Local Section Membership Included

Chapter/Section Publications (newsletters)

Vote in California Chapter Elections

Discounted CA State Conference

Local Networking Opportunities

Board & Leadership Opportunities

California Planning Foundation (CPF) Membership

B | S S B S [ B

Discounted Professional Development Opportunities

AICP Certification Opportunity

APA National Division Membership (extra cost)

Vote in National Elections
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Discounted National Conference

APA NATIONAL MEMBER TYPES EXPLAINED

Student FREE APA National membership available while enrolled.

Retired Must be 65+, current & continuous APA member for 10+ years, & fully retired.
Life Must be 65+ and a current & continuous APA member for 25+ years.
GPBM¥* Group rate for non-planning professionals.

Academic** For senior faculty at eligible planning schools.

Chapter-only Membership
You may become a “chapter-only” member in California for only $150.

*GPBM - Group Planning Board Membership Dues

Agencies can pay a participation fee of $121 and sign up an unlimited number of planning
commissioners, zoning board members, or elected officials for $68 each (563 for APA national dues
and $5 for APA chapter dues) as long as they do not earn their living in planning.

**Academic Membership Dues

Eligible planning schools can enroll senior faculty in the Academic Membership program for a $420

group participation fee. Each member pays reduced dues of $160 ($135 national, $25 chapter), and
schools may also elect to pay reduced AICP dues of $93 per member.

Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapal

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa



APA National

Federal Impacts

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA
is making several efforts to support you.

Share your experiences

Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to
better support you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the
shifting federal polity landscape. Information can be shared anonymously at
APA is Listening

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial
Hardship

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some
members. If you are in need of an exemption from member dues or CM
requirement, APA offer unemployed and in transition members the opportunity
to file exemption forms for dues and AICP Certification Maintenance. This
information piece provides more information: Membership Relief & Resources.

MORE FROM SVS

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you
would like to give a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS
newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our members. Please send your stories,
pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Paul Kronser at
paul.kronser@ascent.inc.

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings
Webpage HERE



The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-

related jobs. If you are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion
within the Section, please contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at

planresilience@gmail.com.

Like us on Facebook

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events,
programs, news, research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new
Facebook page.

Like us HERE!

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our

newsletter, please email it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc no later than the 7th of
each month.

Contact info:

Email us! info@svsapa.org

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with us!

Click here to unsubscribe






