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PLAN 2026 MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
PLANNING + LEADERSHIP + ADVANCEMENT + NETWORKING

Application Deadline Extended to January 21 at 8PM!
We are excited to announce that PLAN Sac Valley will return for its 14" year!

The Sacramento Valley Section of the California American Planning Association (SVS APA)
is excited to announce the 2026 PLAN Program. PLAN Sac Valley is a fun and rewarding
one-on-one and group mentoring forum for personal and professional growth and
development. The program matches planners (Mentees) just starting their careers with
established technical and policy planning professionals (Mentors) that will share their
invaluable knowledge and experience to help mentees. The Program will run from February
thru June with a maximum of up to 20 Mentor/Mentee pairings. This program will be
supported by leadership of the Sacramento Valley Section APA Board, the Young and
Emerging Planners group and facilitated by a volunteer Steering Committee of local APA
member planning professionals.

Below is a brief snapshot of the Program. In-person group meetings will be held in the
Midtown or East Sacramento vicinity on the third Wednesday of the month from 5:30 to 7:30.

January 21, 2026, 8pm: Applications due.

Please click to fill out the application: 2026 PLAN APPLICATION

e January 30, 2026: Mentor/Mentee pair selection and notifications


http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJTTJ23Q7uK0HrNKZTJMq0Llpeiu_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJo7Ffl7criMiQMRTbrUQzYTXkIGC0mexg-2F6ArtvTJlTSZeD-2BESH4BYxufa39S-2BFf-2F5pt770D6SgeaWS-2BGRWg9n4VILbfNjSBQc4K0vOhE5LDl0N9fF66BelsDuCb1VaJQR
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJTTJ23Q7uK0HrNKZTJMq0LlEX4V_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJo6j89AnxrbH7NOgXzSyD-2FcWBFSchrhzDuLdRTt5iXPuxcCLOGygOzIgycXfNnfVI6ibU-2BfCiujwX9o41FF5lvCLB-2B0NRu-2BlUIMm646zDZEGt9X7-2FZPq-2Bie-2BJmqZRhd5MD

e February 25, 2026: Group Session #1: Career Journeys and Setting Your
Intentions for Mentorship

e March 25, 2026: Group Session #2 - Speed Networking

e April 22, 2026: Group Session #3 - Topic and location to be determined by the 2026
cohort

e Additional Sessions: - One-on-one mentor/mentee meeting(s) to be scheduled by
the pair between group sessions

e PLAN Catapult Graduation Networking Event - Hosted by Julia Lave-Johnston

Criteria for Mentees - The program is designed for the following:

e Undergraduate students in a Planning or related degree field who are in their Senior
year (e.g. graduating prior to December 2026).

e Graduate students in a planning or related field.

e Individuals who have graduated and are seeking employment in the planning or a
related field.

e Individuals in their first 5 years of their career.

Criteria for Mentors - We are seeking a pool of individuals with 10 or more years of
experience to participate as Mentors for the program. Because we seek to specifically pair
mentees with individuals who have experience in their area of interest (e.g. housing, public
sector, transportation, non profits) we are seeking a pool of interested and willing volunteers
but may not need everyone’s participation this program year. We may also need some
additional volunteers for the Speed Dating activity on March 25th. A mentor orientation will
be held the week prior to the first group session.

Program Cost - The cost for this program is partially subsidized by the SVS APA
Section. Participants must be at least a Chapter APA member. To learn more about APA
membership options_Join APA. Program tuition is $120 per person for both Mentors and
Mentees which is intended to offset direct costs, primarily food and drink at the group
events. Need-based scholarships may be available to mentees by providing justification to
the PLAN Steering Committee.


http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJSQntxKhQ3q6znp2WI4Qh58AH_N_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoOLPNZqauUKeJBmyEaS0yX6-2FyDo3GeoDNSOMVtF8-2B4AnaAtLDlYjmEsZAPJvy5oGN9uxe-2B9g90rBuisbOoP4JAdVHZnsR7hQHCevgeHo3WYfuN82kCJleiGDEch1mlmry
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJSQntxKhQ3q6znp2WI4Qh58Q9aP_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoq2WXFlsZ-2FAZdDkQufYetx4mz83P1SiWukPy7Lr0w-2FR2mTCO-2FzbR8nVB7a-2BEI7jWL3hGBvofZ-2BACrJsYape6ZDNlJAQNux-2BaHl9wlL-2FraeLn4X-2FiuKAkRO8Py3-2F8pf5xM

Applications are currently open and due by January 21, 2026 at Spm. APPLY NOW
FOR THE 2026 PLAN Mentorship Program: Application

PLAN Flyer Below

Please direct any inquiries to us by emailing PLANSacValley@gmail.com.



http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJSgA-2ByOjW-2FyNYsorhRl1Us4vt79_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoyMmu4sLX5T6S2Hdc-2BvNPk5tLlFDDpgh31vGZRijCpY1ZlKodOfYAneopyvJrPltm3i3Ekemg4CjWYYrDUgpxCxLEFvrVtGImN-2B2c-2ByuRZn29G9CD9NvWU-2F6crLuFmsnx
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJSgA-2ByOjW-2FyNYsorhRl1Us4QGK2_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoAIiuyMVQqQJIY5JAUd-2FPbKuLiKD-2FkOeItLzahEMtDSB2aNlrlzAij9pgN-2FhQpc5FEiIr-2FsCwKduy-2FmOjprfvUfz3FBOFDjqciYeAh79tDl1n4AK35CxyEel7ltD4tr0D
mailto:PLANSacValley@gmail.com
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Are you a young or emerging planners looking to build skills, grow your network, and
get personalized career guidance? You are invited to apply for the 2026 PLAN
Mentorship Program, a suppomve engaging, and career-boosting experience.

Why Join PLAN?

PLAN pairs each Mentee with a professional Mentor
selected to meet the Mentee’s self-identified interests
and goals. Through group events, one-on-one sessions,
and hands-on learning, participants gain real-world
insights, sharpen communication skills, and grow their
professional networks.

Who Should Apply? - Mentees

The program is designed for:
« Undergraduate seniors in planning or related fields.
« Graduate students in planning or related programs.
. Recent graduates seeking planning-related
employment.
. Early-career planning professionals (0-5 years)

Group Sessions
Kickoff; Career Intentions, Explore
your values, set goals, & launch
your mentorship journey.

One-on-One Mentoring

3 sessions or more between you and your Mentor to
the month, 5:30-7:30 PM. discuss your career path, professional development
Key dates: topics, and workplace best practices.

January 14, 2025 (8 pm) - Mentee applications due Speed Networki ng N |g ht o
January 30, 2025 - Mentor/Mentee pairing notifications Meet planners from public agencies, private firms, & nonprofits.
February 25 — Group Session #1: Career Journeys; Mentorship

Intentions Selected Learning Session

March 25 - Group Session #2: Speed Networking @ Bike Dog A workshop, tour, or leadership discussion chosen by your

East Sac “** PLAN Celebration Event

Additional Sessions — One-on-one Mentor/Mentee meetings i e ith a f eilcicihattat
scheduled between group sessions s o el . e n
Cohort-Selected Workshop or Tour ’

PLAN Catapult Graduation Networking Event — Hosted by I.A 5120 per participant (entors s Meﬁtéesi tc;cc;ve.r
Julia Lave-Johnston N )

food and direct costs for in-person sessions.
. Need-based scholarships available for mentees®

PROGRAM SCHEDULE PROGRAN
Meetings will take place in-person in Midtown FEA“‘"[S
or East Sacramento on the third Wednesday of

1 supported by the Scot Mende Memorlal Funnd.® *®
APPLY HERE. « Must be APA member. Students may join‘APA fer e
Questions? Email free. See membership options at: Join.ARA

PLANSacValley@gmail.com
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ion, build r



Sacramento Valley Section 2026-27 Board Elections

All members of the Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the California Chapter of the
American Planning Association (APACA) are encouraged to take a couple of minutes
to vote for the next Director of Programs to serve January 1, 2026 and ending
December 31, 2027:

Click here to read the candidate’s statement.
CLICK HERE TO VOTE NOW!
All ballots MUST BE SUBMITTED by 5:00 PM on January 21, 2026. If you would like a

PDF copy of the ballot, or have problems using the electronic link, please contact

Rick Rust at planresilience@gmail.com

APA California


http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJSujjVIvohB5PjkJ3bswp3I3hdw_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoiBVo8san-2BEMBG1QisMGFNSVnUGYWA6U9WM0O0CAzRMe4G9KzsAg2a4KXJrG10s15G7xK21a8Fe2EIug-2F8FVmHhK1oLD2ZzTpK2vCYZ586C1rytFInqyjl6VMYmre4uB9
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJQwFEeIj3i1EEz1MnwfofbLOu6r_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJouX1BfQ5S8gTYg6so2nDCT6bZcZGTzjTQoFYnEvkGMb4bhhYepqyIWTfSGob8wPlG6Z7sm1tJ7zxbeBBpfAuu4I94LxoEpk2BssdkOu3pMBiAz6MIJCRSibSmuJznS-2BZW
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJShaTnV-2F9tqciKjhppKnRhxk6py_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoavJfaBtVM3Mr6rIpufeaqeZuDp4sNIXANPVN3-2BBgDR2aboJH9R2bKx1dhARN-2BCyPBEH7WxvVQ8Cs48-2FEkbmz9nld3eyj-2BAELDkWPTM3IJxwlXXBJAOXp2y5O7Pu1lmzk
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2026 CONFERENCE

CRAFTING OUR NARRATIVE: PLANNING AS STORYTELLING

LOS ANGELES, CA AT
OCTOBER 3-6, 2026 ;
THE JW MARRIOTT LA LIVE

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Get ready to join APA California in Los Angeles for the APA California 2026 Conference,
where planners from across the state will come together to explore “Crafting Our Narrative:
Planning as Storytelling.”

Set in one of California’s most dynamic and diverse regions, this conference will spotlight
the power of planning to shape communities, influence policy, and bring the stories of our
communities to life.

Engage in thought-provoking sessions, hands-on workshops, and energizing networking
opportunities designed to inspire, inform, and elevate your planning practice.



Stay tuned for more details about this exciting conference and visit the project
website HERE!

CALL FOR 2026 CONFERENCE SESSION PROPOSALS

The APA California 2026 Conference Call for Session Proposals opens January 5 and
runs through February 9, 2026. It's time to start shaping your ideas around this year’s
theme, Crafting Our Narrative: Planning as Storytelling, inspired by our host city of Los
Angeles.

We're inviting proposals that highlight the stories shaping planning today- across
transportation, housing, environment, equity, sustainability, innovation, and community
resilience - and that bring together diverse perspectives and balanced panels.

More details, proposal requirements, and moderator instructions can be found on the
Chapter website.

Community Events

Legislative Research Fair

The Transportation Planning Division is pleased to offer this informative and engaging way
to meet your AICP CM equity requirements by attending any or all of four FREE webinars!


http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJTZHDpqYSSEV-2Fk03bPtLYXkwJO-_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJojwm6vDSAd-2Byj2Vbh9ywV-2FnJOivRWIhdypLof5mkPo3nSVMG6ZDLU2410YycFIJgvgYxQU8mm42Qc8IDRbatw9QyZgsh-2BT902mJq9-2FpwN0b9a17Ofy35DWK-2FOUJiTXzgw

Our Operationalizing Equity series takes place now through January 2026 and offers an
opportunity to learn about equity considerations in transportation planning.

e January 29, 2025 - community and Economic Opportunity - REGISTER

Conference on Housing

February 24: (9:00 AM - 1:45 PM): The UC Student and Policy Center and Capitol
Weekly will co-host an in-depth discussion on California’s housing crisis, examining what's
working, what isn’t, and the future of housing policy. The conference will feature three fast-
paced panels of experts, insiders, and elected officials covering topics including permitting
reform, CEQA, climate impacts, ADUs and innovative housing solutions, California
Forever, and the balance between local and state decision-making, with a keynote address
from Assemblymember Buffy Wicks. Register here.

APA Transportation Planning Division Webinars

The Transportation Planning Division is pleased to offer this informative and engaging way
to meet your AICP CM equity requirements by attending any or all of four FREE webinars!
Our Operationalizing Equity series takes place now through January 2026 and offers an
opportunity to learn about equity considerations in transportation planning.

e January 29, 2025 - community and Economic Opportunity - REGISTER


http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJSWpzF8yQxMa4Kjn3MXiHgcxU75_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoUlQO05BBoZ-2BaHQguqWISfRZUzYRg6wd57ZUcJIZK9InKspv6UgCCw8dUQNlnVcTU0-2FtFoYfl0ZeP2S6BQ9iVWlAMUxAEF-2BswAuF7UgPwF-2BJxIDupWAKVucJS4H-2F3kDp-2ByLucaruq6zDOUlCGix5PjA-3D-3D
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJQ71fMG8hQu-2F90rHMOzM3-2F6hLcF_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJog-2FRNVVvJ4f4KETAyCMjtX3bQiTYf9cjsnC76H7kF02AEKNJcnqW7BxEGstWhjeow-2FGFBzxUiJNt9cB1y2xoQTPevAhFbW434E1CsI5cxyxd5JSVvdcV9lmknmSNXqzYJRA69c-2BpOvEjLJOh8zJU2hg-3D-3D
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJQ71fMG8hQu-2F90rHMOzM3-2F6kquX_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoj6EMiQ3-2Frdkql3QgINbzhkpygwEQ1wcmXnezItMa6JZZDJPMh3K4-2BBVTiRhQCQk89MWJ4HFYY7mYQPGNg5WaXgaFIJrdqVBQWW8iMO6LuEwqtZPRuypb6M1BaE-2FC0zqoQ1LIoxk1vVCrT5sn-2B5tnqw-3D-3D
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IQit-2BvtPbuwMjPKzgmMw6UNaMe7pUPEWOv-2FhD6tP7TJSWpzF8yQxMa4Kjn3MXiHgcyDPN_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6GK7AMXEfVux8kp1WUtSkVStuzT-2BwY09VHja5uJ-2F-2B72r7uG69f7-2B3e-2BCuO392HBtZ-2FKg29HIkXI5aH35OEACwJoo-2B7VftD2DhU93isNVDVHj7k9oHPvaN8gqyZG5YZhvEQdmleD415RPCmr1CSd50UwbKyY0-2FBLxupc4-2FkNNj4Z0JRy9dqvTBHyQ0qODO60tC4oR1bXV1V3Fu1742AjPc7YwpH08tu5-2FDFc-2B2BTtWfN0A-3D-3D

Save the Date: California Bicycle Summit

The California Bicycle Summit, the premier conference for active transportation planning
and design professionals, advocates, and decision-makers, comes to Sacramento on April
23 and 24, 2026. Join colleagues from around the state for two powerful days of inspiring
talks, hands-on workshops, guided rides, and meaningful collaboration. A call for session
proposals is coming soon, and registration will open November 1. Information can be found
here: https://www.calbike.org/events/summit/

GO-Biz to convene Clean Energy Permitting Symposium focused on
Utility Scale Solar, BESS and Onshore Wind

In connection with the GO-Biz Permitting Initiative, the Energy and Climate Unit will host a
Clean Energy Permitting Symposium in Q1 2026. The event, aimed to support local
planners and permitting authorities, will bring together practitioners and key stakeholders
to share and exchange information, learn about new policies impacting clean energy
permitting and industry trends This one-day event will focus on resources developed in the
final_Clean Enerqy Permitting Playbook and Toolkit for utility-scale solar, battery

storage and onshore wind projects. will cover key topics, including:

e BESS, wind, and solar model land-use ordinances
¢ Community engagement

e Best practices for clean energy permitting

o BESS fire safety and standards

The specific location and the date will be announced in January. To register your interest
and suggest specific topics, please sign up_here with GO-Biz. More information will be on
the GO-Biz Renewable Energy Permitting Initiative webpage when available.
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NEWS, INFORMATION, AND
RESOURCES

Sacramento Valley Section

SVSAPA Award Presented at Delta Protection Commission Meeting

On November 13, SVSAPA Board Member Steve Peterson formally presented the
Section's Planning Excellence Award to the Delta Protection Commission for the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage Area Management Plan. The
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage Area is the first and only National
Heritage Area (NHA) in California. The management plan outlines the significance and
purpose of the NHA, long-range policies, goals, actions, and strategies, and the programs
and projects that the Commission and a regional network of partners will undertake. NHAs
support historic preservation, natural resource conservation, recreation, heritage tourism,
and educational projects through public-private partnerships.

APA California

Californians Invited to Help Guide Future of Trails

Calling all hikers and trail lovers: the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) and
California State Parks want to hear from you! Starting today, trail users, advocates and
professionals can share their experiences and insights by completing an online survey that
will help inform the future of trail access and connectivity throughout California. The survey
will be open through February.
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Caltrans Seeks Feedback for Community Engagement Playbook

Caltrans is developing internal guidance to strengthen how they engage with communities
across California—from early planning through project delivery. As part of this effort, they
are creating the Draft Community Engagement Guidance for Plans and Projects: A
Statewide Playbook (“the Playbook”), which will:

e Promote best practices for equitable and inclusive engagement

e Provide tools and resources to support meaningful outreach

e Encourage early and continuous engagement with communities, especially those
historically underserved

e Support collaboration across Caltrans functions to improve consistency and
transparency

If you engage with communities, your insights can help this guidance to reflect real-world
needs and challenges. Share your experiences and recommendations by completing a short

survey by January 31, 2026: Take Our Survey Now

See below available transportation grant funded programs offered by

various organizations across the state:

Tribal Transportation Program Safety Fund (TTPSF)

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

The TTPSF is funded by the FHWA and provides funding to federally recognized tribes to
improve transportation safety and reduce fatalities and serious injuries in tribal communities.
An estimated $25.1 million is expected to be available in FY 2026. TTPSF provides funding
in four award categories for eligible projects, including,

e Transportation safety plans

e Data assessment, improvement, and analysis activities
e Systematic roadway departure countermeasures

e Infrastructure improvements
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Application deadline Friday, January 15, 2026

California Planning Foundation Donations

The California Planning Foundation (CPF) wrapped up a successful year with over $75,000
distributed in scholarships to 44 exceptional planning students! In the spirit of giving during
this holiday season, please consider making a donation to CPF. As you know, every dollar
counts! CPF is a 501(c)(3), so all contributions are also tax deductible. Donations can be
made securely online on our CPF website at: www.cpfapa.org/donate.”

Why Give to CPF?

IMPACT

Scanto donate!

REACH LEGACY
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Welcome from Kendra

The Sacramento Valley Section has a lot in store to help our members provide the best
opportunities for connection and professional development. We are in the midst of planning
for another year of the PLAN and RPLAN mentoring programs, and another session of our
Speaker Series is in development. Soon, we will be soliciting volunteers to join the
Conference planning effort for the APA California Chapter Conference to be held in
Sacramento in fall 2027! As | start my service as Section Director, | am excited to work
alongside our excellent board and our members to help our communities flourish!

Upcoming retreat

Each year, the Sacramento Valley Section Board of Directors convenes an annual retreat to
set the vision and programming and to adopt the budget for the upcoming year. This year’s
retreat will be held on Saturday, January 24th.

Come join the engaged and fun Sac Valley Section Board! Two appointed

positions available:

Sponsorship Chair

All the programming that is offered throughout the year is only possible because of the
generosity of our 15 sponsors. Please consider joining the Board as Sponsorship Chair to
work with our amazing sponsors to sustain the Sacramento Valley Section for years to
comel!

North Valley Division Director



Do you Live or Work in Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, or Colusa County? Do You Want to
Get Involved With APA? Help shape the direction of APA in your region!

For more information on these appointed positions, please contact Section Director
Kendra Ramsey, AICP: kendra@calbike.org

Thank you to our 2025/2026 Sponsors!

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies on the
generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development, mentorship, and
networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge
thank you to our new and renewing sponsors! If you are interested in becoming a sponsor,
please contact the Sponsorship Chair, Nathaniel Redmond at

nathaniel@natfordplanning.com.
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Stay up to date on your APA membership and AICP certification!

Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your personal email
address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing address are listed
correctly. Both APA National and the California Chapter have recently updated member
portals, so please look for communication from each to stay current.

Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!

Also, be sure to log AICP certification maintenance credits! The period ending December
31, 2025 was given a grace period to log credits due to the member portal transition, so
please log your credits before May 31, 2026.

See below for membership options:



MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

AT A GLANCE

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS APA National APA California

(includes Chapter membership) Chapter-Only

Local Section Membership Included

Chapter/Section Publications (newsletters)

Vote in California Chapter Elections

Discounted CA State Conference

Local Networking Opportunities

Board & Leadership Opportunities

California Planning Foundation (CPF) Membership

Discounted Professional Development Opportunities

ANANANENANANANEN

AICP Certification Opportunity

APA National Division Membership (extra cost)

Vote in National Elections

ANANENENANANANAENANENANAN

Discounted National Conference

APA NATIONAL MEMBER TYPES EXPLAINED

Student FREE APA National membership available while enrolled.

Retired Must be 65+, current & continuous APA member for 10+ years, & fully retired.
Life Must be 65+ and a current & continuous APA member for 25+ years.
GPBM* Group rate for non-planning professionals.

Academic** For senior faculty at eligible planning schools.

Chapter-only Membership
You may become a“chapter-only” member in California for only $150.

*GPBM - Group Planning Board Membership Dues

Agencies can pay a participation fee of $121 and sign up an unlimited number of planning
commissioners, zoning board members, or elected officials for $68 each ($63 for APA national dues
and $5 for APA chapter dues) as long as they do not earn their living in planning.

**Academic Membership Dues

Eligible planning schools can enroll senior faculty in the Academic Membership program for a $420
group participation fee. Each member pays reduced dues of $160 (5135 national, $25 chapter), and
schools may also elect to pay reduced AICP dues of $93 per member.



Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapa/

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa
Like us on Facebook

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events, programs, news,
research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new Facebook page.

Like us HERE!

APA National

Federal Impacts

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA is several efforts
to support you.

Share your experiences
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Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to better support
you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the shifting federal polity landscape.
Information can be shared anonymously at APA is Listening

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial Hardship

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some members. [f you are in
need of an exemption from member dues or CM requirement, APA offer unemployed and in
transition members the opportunity to file exemption forms for dues and AICP Certification
Maintenance. This information piece provides more information Membership Relief &

Resources.

MORE FROM SVS

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you would like to give
a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our
members. Please send your stories, pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Paul
Kronser at paul.kronser@ascent.inc.

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage HERE

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If you
are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please contact our
Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.
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Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our newsletter, please email
it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc no later than the 7" of each month.

Contact Info:

Email us! info@svsapa.org

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with Us:

Facebook

Instagram

LinkedIn
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