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PLAN 2026 MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

PLANNING + LEADERSHIP + ADVANCEMENT + NETWORKING 

We are excited to announce that PLAN Sac Valley will return for its 14th year! 

The Sacramento Valley Section of the California American Planning Association (SVS APA) 

is excited to announce the 2026 PLAN Program.  PLAN Sac Valley is a fun and rewarding 

one-on-one and group mentoring forum for personal and professional growth and 

development. The program matches planners (Mentees) just starting their careers with 

established technical and policy planning professionals (Mentors) that will share their 

invaluable knowledge and experience to help mentees.  The Program will run from February 

thru June with a maximum of up to 20 Mentor/Mentee pairings.  This program will be 

supported by leadership of the Sacramento Valley Section APA Board, the Young and 

Emerging Planners group and facilitated by a volunteer Steering Committee of local APA 

member planning professionals. 

  

Below is a brief snapshot of the Program.  In-person group meetings will be held in the 

Midtown or East Sacramento vicinity on the third Wednesday of the month from 5:30 to 7:30. 

  

January 14, 2026, 8pm: Applications due.  

Please click to fill out the application:   2026 PLAN APPLICATION  

• January 30, 2026: Mentor/Mentee pair selection and notifications 

• February 25, 2026: Group Session #1:  Career Journeys and Setting Your 

Intentions for Mentorship 

• March 25, 2026: Group Session #2 - Speed Networking 

• April 22, 2026: Group Session #3 - Topic and location to be determined by the 2026 

cohort  

http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGZCBvUzGG1HCgjg9fmranuiK3A__VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwIA-2BLYMJ6O9QCYtfwtH56sQkxtG-2B8o4BjImWYGfsv5G6B5rFNJHxLLKWM1VtS0GXnLQryxvnPO5DzkNDmkkq6z4DXAnSn5509LDiESlP6O6ZPGUDWUo-2BdG3EBXk1B-2FAQzq
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGZCBvUzGG1HCgjg9fmranuiDOc0_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwI1dU-2FduzbHfBTcinJ6yFrp9XxYBg7aGFJ7gJXPKPkiZaQ3Bt3SbYh4k4ya0eNqk-2Fv3HVcCYm4SJjuzghjlAjBwTiwJzn2ycP7swt3C-2FbZ6W70L6qBiZzgPb26B9qWwSXR


• Additional Sessions: - One-on-one mentor/mentee meeting(s) to be scheduled by 

the pair between group sessions  

• PLAN Catapult Graduation Networking Event - Hosted by Julia Lave-Johnston 

  

Criteria for Mentees - The program is designed for the following: 

• Undergraduate students in a Planning or related degree field who are in their Senior 

year (e.g. graduating prior to December 2026). 

• Graduate students in a planning or related field. 

• Individuals who have graduated and are seeking employment in the planning or a 

related field. 

• Individuals in their first 5 years of their career. 

  

Criteria for Mentors - We are seeking a pool of individuals with 10 or more years of 

experience to participate as Mentors for the program.  Because we seek to specifically pair 

mentees with individuals who have experience in their area of interest (e.g. housing, public 

sector, transportation, non profits) we are seeking a pool of interested and willing volunteers 

but may not need everyone’s participation this program year.  We may also need some 

additional volunteers for the Speed Dating activity on March 25th.  A mentor orientation will 

be held the week prior to the first group session.   

  

Program Cost - The cost for this program is partially subsidized by the SVS APA 

Section.  Participants must be at least a Chapter APA member. To learn more about APA 

membership options Join APA. Program tuition is $120 per person for both Mentors and 

Mentees which is intended to offset direct costs, primarily food and drink at the group 

events. Need-based scholarships may be available to mentees by providing justification to 

the PLAN Steering Committee.   

  

Applications are currently open and due by January 14, 2026 at 8pm.  APPLY NOW 

FOR THE 2026 PLAN Mentorship Program:  Application 

  

PLAN Flyer Below 

  

Please direct any inquiries to us by emailing PLANSacValley@gmail.com. 

http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGboQOe5lVyysXCmx-2Bdnj1T1JPur_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwIpz8rrnJuHsUdDo3ZPm1nbePpRfp5T38kRECOK8UuZMOHyH-2B1q8poVczDtBMm7aogYh-2BnW0B-2BQXR7SadOfCAUMqg8ZZC-2BuCrBCAqUAvX2OommhK7-2FBnsmrdEMd9DbxxT2
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http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGbPqRvMk85E3necpZmKBJtKznVl_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwIr3vm1dzPvHTvBJ5AXKybajSHwJScXWVtjY3Sojp2wNtHwpdh2bs3CCiOkT5k873iu1Fz-2FFfY6BdXNJftCd-2BRPo-2Fvr9RQnYDp9Tf3GH3n7AcPSZkBLhynacGcdFrk6ao3
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGbPqRvMk85E3necpZmKBJtKWuJj_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwIkmGzwl-2FfLi6LBx-2BMKI38RJfP3ozQVONAgCSJ-2Fqp0MK-2BkFW2HA8T6MkK4mASvBfYADV875LDPLjvcRnvCMFQL5RnboqMLfos9MvV0Vq9IcAzzmmM7Wa0EwluhEJTD2b7u
mailto:PLANSacValley@gmail.com


  

   



APA California  

   

  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Get ready to join APA California in Los Angeles for the APA California 2026 Conference, 

where planners from across the state will come together to explore “Crafting Our Narrative: 

Planning as Storytelling.”  

Set in one of California’s most dynamic and diverse regions, this conference will spotlight 

the power of planning to shape communities, influence policy, and bring the stories of our 

communities to life. 



Engage in thought-provoking sessions, hands-on workshops, and energizing networking 

opportunities designed to inspire, inform, and elevate your planning practice. 

Stay tuned for more details about this exciting conference and visit the project 

website HERE! 

  

CALL FOR 2026 CONFERENCE SESSION PROPOSALS 

  

The APA California 2026 Conference Call for Session Proposals opens January 5 and 

runs through February 9, 2026. It’s time to start shaping your ideas around this year’s 

theme, Crafting Our Narrative: Planning as Storytelling, inspired by our host city of Los 

Angeles. 

  

We’re inviting proposals that highlight the stories shaping planning today- across 

transportation, housing, environment, equity, sustainability, innovation, and community 

resilience - and that bring together diverse perspectives and balanced panels. 

  

More details, proposal requirements, and moderator instructions can be found on the 

Chapter website. 

   

Community Events  

   

APA Transportation Planning Division Webinars 

  

The Transportation Planning Division is pleased to offer this informative and engaging way 

to meet your AICP CM equity requirements by attending any or all of four FREE webinars! 

Our Operationalizing Equity series takes place now through January 2026 and offers an 

opportunity to learn about equity considerations in transportation planning. 

  

• January 29, 2025 - community and Economic Opportunity - REGISTER 

   

http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGZGWFK9ywbpbZ550KYNLyvirCYz_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwIH62ixZ5Mb6SqMywDlTVlsOuiC4QOCtYK1nkIQ0c2NMphmhKjdDFgfVOed03xrgKeaU4vp-2Fr0iVi-2BPOjTiZZjJo3PnDp-2FBXFNzmzJE3UVtDz2-2B24H-2Bg6im69r9b-2B55PAe
http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGZJJMA1Az9Ywxzr1H-2FKUea7uxGM_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwIuk9LG1SPXSTsbR2JaauujE7Nm9uUikB-2Bq7RH3GmdlLk8W7Uqp-2BszbdlJb3IFP4rFtxnUZg1t5Y6ESHyj6rP8Nd38nxyGOhE-2B8ruAQJQC7Hft8h-2F-2BkmBO7EFXvpxF4z4Z


Save the Date: California Bicycle Summit 

The California Bicycle Summit, the premier conference for active transportation planning 

and design professionals, advocates, and decision-makers, comes to Sacramento on April 

23 and 24, 2026. Join colleagues from around the state for two powerful days of inspiring 

talks, hands-on workshops, guided rides, and meaningful collaboration. A call for session 

proposals is coming soon, and registration will open November 1. Information can be found 

here: https://www.calbike.org/events/summit/  

   

GO-Biz to convene Clean Energy Permitting Symposium focused on 

Utility Scale Solar, BESS and Onshore Wind 

 

In connection with the GO-Biz Permitting Initiative, the Energy and Climate Unit will host a 

Clean Energy Permitting Symposium in Q1 2026. The event, aimed to support local 

planners and permitting authorities, will bring together practitioners and key stakeholders 

to share and exchange information, learn about new policies impacting clean energy 

permitting and industry trends This one-day event will focus on resources developed in the 

final Clean Energy Permitting Playbook and Toolkit for utility-scale solar, battery 

storage and onshore wind projects. will cover key topics, including: 

• BESS, wind, and solar model land-use ordinances 

• Community engagement 

• Best practices for clean energy permitting 

• BESS fire safety and standards 

The specific location and the date will be announced in January. To register your interest 

and suggest specific topics, please sign up here with GO-Biz. More information will be on 

the GO-Biz Renewable Energy Permitting Initiative webpage when available. 

   

http://clicks.memberclicks-mail.net/ls/click?upn=u001.qppQJjJ19yr9pqYbStJikwHJHquFcigB2Zo2csKOXY4Nu1RwD-2FAQBNjMMJ-2FeLc5IAYvSU-2FLKvIZJpjdK1iijUKQrnaF-2F8hs8pHxHdRvDGGZKBT4KfD7I0fbpc6Bb-2Bpxhjw-g_VECKqp9Pg63VT8nByWa0IdDJZK-2BUNTfkL5eR3dUyzi7wMJLvRULgOEZg7-2B0SNiJMhRKBT9ej0Xx7jCB11tzeRoSwwsB0nkvbMiCL82ToI6H9e8XCkcO5Nv6s54QALFjXF-2FAO5XXwW27-2BQyuDFp4LEXA5brxS6o8luO34vVSCRwkBlBvLyE0LdQT8DX1VytwIiTZo4pMCCSSY-2BTcmmOE2dCSPhduGQnsny-2BFNCiFBQ-2BHeaTGBu1kP8RXYimP-2FZNQ-2F2RRB3iBomWfSELirDYJJ7Qac88L1gpsXY19RD3bEc4vyik1l-2Fmg-2F9zshq7IZqD18
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NEWS, INFORMATION, AND 
RESOURCES 

Sacramento Valley Section 
 

  
 

2026 CPR Planning Leadership Academy (PLA) Registration has been 

extended until December 20, 2025! 

UPDATE: We apologize for any inconvenience, as there have been technical issues with the 

Registration website since mid-November.  The payment gateway is still not working, so 

moving forward applicants will receive an invoice for the program fee via email within one 

week of submitting their application.  All payments must be received by January 5, 2026 in 

order to participate in the 2026 PLA. 

You can now register at  https://apaca.memberclicks.net/2026-cpr-leadership-academy by 

providing the information requested on the application.  Once you have submitted your 

application you will receive an invoice via the email provided on the application to complete 

your registration. 

Looking to Grow Your Leadership Skills? 

For the sixth consecutive year, the California Planning Roundtable and APA California will 

be conducting the Leadership Academy. This on-line program was developed to help 

planners define and hone their leadership skills, advance their careers, and make a positive 

impact in their communities. Learn from experienced senior-level planning professionals 

across California in this low-key, highly interactive, six-month series. 

  

Register here: https://apaca.memberclicks.net/2026-cpr-leadership-academy 

   

APA California  
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See below available transportation grant funded programs offered by 

various organizations across the state: 

  

Community Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program (CPBSP) 

UC Berkeley 

The CPBSP was launched by UC Berkeley SafeTREC in collaboration with California Walks 

to reduce pedestrian and bicycle fatalities and serious injuries in communities across the 

state. The CPBSP offers two tracks, the Community Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Training 

and the Active and Safe Communities. 

Applications accepted on a rolling basis, apply by Friday, December 19, 2025 

  

California Volkswagen (VW) Mitigation Trust Charge 

California Air Resources Board   

The VW Mitigation Trust offers funding to replace older, high-polluting transit and shuttle 

buses with new battery-electric or fuel-cell buses. Applications are open to public, private, 

and Tribal entities operating in the state of California and will be processed via the online 

portal on a first-come, first-served basis. A total of $130 million in funds is available, with an 

incentive amount of up to $400,000 per vehicle. 

Applications accepted on a rolling basis. 

  

Tribal Transportation Program Safety Fund (TTPSF) 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

The TTPSF is funded by the FHWA and provides funding to federally recognized tribes to 

improve transportation safety and reduce fatalities and serious injuries in tribal communities. 

An estimated $25.1 million is expected to be available in FY 2026. TTPSF provides funding 

in four award categories for eligible projects, including, 

• Transportation safety plans 

• Data assessment, improvement, and analysis activities 

• Systematic roadway departure countermeasures 

• Infrastructure improvements 
Application deadline Friday, January 15, 2026  
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OTHER NEWS 
 

   

News from your Board 

 

Farewell to Section Director l 

Matt Hertel, AICP concludes his two-year term as our Director at the end of December 2025. 

He will serve an additional year as our Section’s Immediate Past Director. “I am grateful for 

the opportunity to have served as Director the past two years to meet the professional 

development, mentoring, and networking needs of planners in our 23 county Section. A 

huge thank you to our 23 member board and incoming Director, Kendra Ramsey, AICP. I’m 

looking forward to continuing to support the Section and the exciting programming planned 

for 2026, including the PLAN Mentorship Program and R-PLAN, a program designed to 

meet the needs of planners working in rural areas of our Section.”  

  

Board Secretary Transition 

The Sacramento Valley Section welcomes our new Board Secretary Brent Gibbons, AICP. A 

Principal Planner with Mintier Harnish, Brent rejoins the board in January after prior service 

as Professional Development Officer. The Section would like to thank outgoing Secretary 

Todd Tregenza, AICP, a Principal and Business Group Leader with GHD, who has served 

the Section for the past two years! 

  

Director of Programs, a Thank you - Heidi 
The Sacramento Valley Section thanks Heidi Gen Kuong, AICP for her two years of service 

as the Director of Programs! Heidi led the Section’s programming, including two successful 

runs of the annual Speaker Series. The 2025 Speaker Series – Doubling Down in Times of 

Uncertainty just wrapped-up at the end of November. Stay-tuned for upcoming elections for 

the Section’s next Director of Programs. 

  

Upcoming retreat 
Each year, the Sacramento Valley Section Board of Directors convenes an annual retreat to 

set the vision and programming and to adopt the budget for the upcoming year. This year’s 

retreat will be held on Saturday, January 24th.  



   

Come join the engaged and fun Sac Valley Section Board! Two appointed 

positions available: 

  

Sponsorship Chair 

All the programming that is offered throughout the year is only possible because of the 

generosity of our 15 sponsors. Please consider joining the Board as Sponsorship Chair to 

work with our amazing sponsors to sustain the Sacramento Valley Section for years to 

come! 

  

North Valley Division Director 

Do you Live or Work in Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, or Colusa County? Do You Want to 

Get Involved With APA? Help shape the direction of APA in your region! 

  

For more information on these appointed positions, please contact Section Director 

Matt Hertel, AICP:  hertelmatt@gmail.com  

  
 

Thank you to our 2025/2026 Sponsors! 

  

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies on the 

generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development, mentorship, and 

networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge 

thank you to our new and renewing sponsors! If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, 

please contact the Sponsorship Chair, Nathaniel Redmond at 

nathaniel@natfordplanning.com. 
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Stay up to date on your APA membership and AICP certification!  
Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your personal email 

address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing address are listed 

correctly.  

  

Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!  

  

Also, be sure to log AICP certification maintenance credits before the end of year! 

See below for membership options: 



  

   



Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!  

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!  

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapa/  

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa  

Like us on Facebook 

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events, programs, news, 

research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new Facebook page. 

Like us HERE! 

 

 

   

APA National  

   

Federal Impacts 

  

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA is several efforts 

to support you. 

  

Share your experiences 

  

Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to better support 

you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the shifting federal polity landscape. 

Information can be shared anonymously at APA is Listening 

  

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial Hardship   

  

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some members.  If you are in 

need of an exemption from member dues or CM requirement, APA offer unemployed and in 

transition members the opportunity to file exemption forms for dues and AICP Certification 
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Maintenance. This information piece provides more information Membership Relief & 

Resources.   

   

MORE FROM SVS 
 

   

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners 

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you would like to give 

a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our 

members. Please send your stories, pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Paul 

Kronser at paul.kronser@ascent.inc.  

   

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage HERE 

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If you 

are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please contact our 

Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.  

   

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter 

  

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our newsletter, please email 

it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc  no later than the 7th of each month.  

   

 

 

Contact Info: 
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