
  

November 2025 Newsletter 

Here is what you need to know for November 2025 
 

 

 



EVENTS 

Sacramento Valley Section 
 

APA, AEP, and TWS present: 2025 Winter Mixer – Register Now! 

   



 



When: Wednesday, December 3, 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

Where: Cafeteria 15L Ultra Lounge 

How to Sign Up:  Register at: 

https://www.memberleap.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=CAE3&evid=47177433 

 Details: 

• Appetizers and one drink ticket 

• Free to APA, AEP, and TWS members if you register by November 21 

• $30 for members 

• $45 for non-members 

• Consider making a monetary donation to River City Food Bank at the mixer 

   

Join Us for the Final Session of the 2025 SVS APA Speaker Series 

  

Doubling Down in Times of Uncertainty 

  

In an era defined by unprecedented challenges – from shifting political landscapes and 

climate-driven disasters to housing crises and technological disruption – we as planning, 

design, and community development professionals find ourselves at the intersection of 

mounting pressures and uncertainty. Yet it's precisely during these uncertain times that we 

need to double down on our commitment to our work and building resilient and equitable 
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communities. This Speaker Series will bring together diverse voices from across 

disciplines and industries to explore how we can transform these challenges into 

opportunities for positive change. Join us as we share our stories and innovative solutions 

that are helping communities thrive in the face of uncertainty and discover how we can 

work together and be leaders to create meaningful and lasting change in the places we 

serve. 

  

All sessions will be held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please check in prior to 9:30 a.m. 
Join us for networking after each session from 11:30 a.m. to Noon 
West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue, West Sacramento 
Free parking at 1271 West Capitol Avenue (behind Walgreens) 
  

We hope you can join us in person, but we will have a live streaming option  

for all sessions at the same price as attending in person. 
  

Friday, November 21 – Hosted by APA 

Checking In: How are we meeting the challenge? 

This session will build on conversations from our June speaker series session, Planning in 

a Shifting Landscape: Practicing Inclusiveness When it Matters Most, where we discussed 

navigating equitable and inclusive planning given the policy challenges of the current 

administration. We thought the dust would have settled a bit and we would have lessons 

learned for how to adapt to these changes that we could share.  But the landscape 

continues to shift dramatically and there seems to be little consensus on how we can 

effectively advocate for our professional values.  

Because of this, our November session will explore how planners can build capacity and 

resiliency to sustain inclusive and equitable planning practices through coalition building, 

allyship, and other collaborative approaches. As part of this session, we'll be exploring the 

following questions: 

• How can coalition building help planners continue to practice good planning in the 

current environment? 

• What does effective allyship look like when supporting community organizations 

serving their communities? 



• What other strategies should planners be considering to advance inclusive and 

equitable planning? 

 Panelists: 

• Geoffrey Ross, Director, BDO Government Services 

• Isaac Gonzalez, Owner, Diysl Consulting, President, Tahoe Park Neighborhood 

Association 

• Kendra Lewis, Managing Director of Community and Economic Development, 

Sierra Health Foundation 

Moderator: 

• Julia Lave Johnston, Director of Education Services, CALCOG, Chair APA Chapter 

Presidents Council, APA  

Download Program Flyer 

  

REGISTER HERE! 

  

Approved for 2 AICP CM Credits 

  

For More Information, Please Contact Professional Events at jeni@proeventsjt.com or 

(916) 997-7002. 

   

Community Events  

   

APA Transportation Planning Division Webinars 

  

The Transportation Planning Division is pleased to offer this informative and engaging way 

to meet your AICP CM equity requirements by attending any or all of four FREE webinars! 

Our Operationalizing Equity series takes place now through January 2026 and offers an 

opportunity to learn about equity considerations in transportation planning. 
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• November 20, 2025 - Transit and Active Transportation - REGISTER 
  

• January 29, 2025 - community and Economic Opportunity - REGISTER 

   

Save the Date: California Bicycle Summit 

The California Bicycle Summit, the premier conference for active transportation planning 

and design professionals, advocates, and decision-makers, comes to Sacramento on April 

23 and 24, 2026. Join colleagues from around the state for two powerful days of inspiring 

talks, hands-on workshops, guided rides, and meaningful collaboration. A call for session 

proposals is coming soon, and registration will open November 1. Information can be found 

here: https://www.calbike.org/events/summit/  

   

NEWS, INFORMATION, AND 
RESOURCES 

Sacramento Valley Section 
 

   

California APA PEN Honor Award 

The Planner Emeritus Network (PEN) is an affiliate and resource support group for the 

California Chapter of the APA, the California Planning Foundation, and the California 

Planning Historical Society. PEN represents a body of experienced and longstanding 

members of APA who are available to provide APA California with substantial knowledge 

of the profession as it has matured in California. 

  

Each year, PEN recognizes individuals who have contributed to the planning profession in 

California. Honorees are nominated by each Section and recognized at the Chapter annual 
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conference. This year, one of our own Sacramento Valley Section members was a 

recipient of this award, Greg Chew. 

  

Congrats Greg Chew! 

 

 

   

2026 CPR Planning Leadership Academy 

Looking to Grow Your Leadership Skills? 

For the sixth consecutive year, the California Planning Roundtable and APA California will 

be conducting the Leadership Academy. This on-line program was developed to help 

planners define and hone their leadership skills, advance their careers, and make a positive 



impact in their communities. Learn from experienced senior-level planning professionals 

across California in this low-key, highly interactive, six-month series.  

  

Register here: https://apaca.memberclicks.net/2026-cpr-leadership-

academy 

  

   

Congratulations to Sac Valley members who passed the AICP exam this 

past year! 

  

• Justine Recio-Patel 

• Trevor Burwell 

• Gregory Redeker 

• Lauren Hocker 

• Corbin Peterson 

• Alexis Tarantino 

• Clancy Taylor 
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• Young Choi 

• Ashley Potocnik 

• Anh Thai 

• Molly Wagner 

• Elijah Ortega 

• Chance Finley-Ross 

  
 

Discover how planners can unlock the full potential of compost to build 

healthy and resilient communities! 

Compost is more than just a way to divert organic waste; it’s a powerful tool for planners to 

support equity and resilience efforts while also complying with state mandates surrounding 

open space, water conservation, and climate resilience. 

By [Stephanie Cain, Associate at People, Food and Land Foundation] and [Andy Shrader, 

Senior Advisor at People, Food and Land Foundation], [October 23, 2025] 

The Gap in Compost Planning 

As a tool for climate emissions mitigation and water conservation, a growing number of 

planners around California have been incorporating composting efforts to local plans in 

recent years, a trend that has accelerated since the adoption of SB 1383 in 2022. A recent 

review (PFL, 2025) of all the general plans (GPs) and climate action plans (CAPs) in the 

state found that: 

●       54% of city and 62% of county GPs mention compost in at least one of their 

strategies. 

●       83% of city CAPs and 90% of county CAPs mention compost. 

However, the majority of these plans predominantly mention compost only within the context 

of waste diversion, with strategies such as “divert organic materials from landfills through 

composting.” 

●       Only 10% of city GPs and 22% of county GPs mention any strategy for 

applying  compost onto public or private lands. 
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Climate action plans, despite having more frequent mention of compost and more holistic 

strategies, maintain a similar divide where most focus on waste management and gloss over 

compost application. This presents a huge gap in opportunity. 

  

The Multifaceted Benefits of Compost 

There are many compelling reasons to consider adding compost to the soils in your 

jurisdiction. Community composting is particularly valuable as it allows for a closed-loop 

system that combines both diversion and application in one location. Community composting 

operations can range from a three-binned collection system for a single neighborhood to an 

in-park facility processing food waste from local businesses. 

Compost Helps Soils Hold More Water 

Applying compost to land improves soil health and structure by returning carbon and 

nutrients to the soil ecosystem. 



• This improved structure is significantly better at retaining water, supporting a wide 

range of hazard mitigation and climate resilience projects. 

• When the soil holds more water, it filters out contaminants, leading to cleaner 

streams and waterways. 

• More water filters deeper into the ground,  recharging the state’s at-risk 

groundwater supply. 

• In this way, compost helps create “sponge cities” and thereby improves the 

landscape’s ability to absorb, slow, and manage rainwater to prevent flooding and 

erosion 

Compost Helps Green and Cool Urban Spaces 

When applied to parks, community gardens, or other green spaces, compost is a key 

ingredient in the fight against urban heat island effect. These same spaces can also be 

used to create compost at a small or medium scale. 

• Community composting sites create accessible and equitable spaces, often 

coupled with small-scale food production and native plant gardens. 
Community composters serve their local communities by creating a closed loop and 

maintaining soil in public or semi-public green spaces, remediating contaminated urban soil, 

and supporting the planting of native trees and plants. 



  

Composting Supports Youth Development and Community Projects 

Community composting provides numerous social benefits beyond simply creating compost. 

These include educational programming, food production, and youth workforce 

development. The benefits of each site are often molded by and respond to the surrounding 

community’s needs. 

Leveraging Compost for Regulatory Compliance, (Including SB 1383) 

Planning for compost application projects and new community composting sites not only 

helps a jurisdiction comply with SB 1383 requirements, and it can also be used to comply 

with other State mandates focused on equity, conservation, and climate resilience. 

• SB 1425 requires jurisdictions to update the open-space element of their general 

plans to consider equitable access to open space, climate resilience, and rewilding 

opportunities. The bill – whose state-mandated implementation is due extremely 

soon, on January 1, 2026, – presents a clear way to link compost to equity and 



climate resilience initiatives. For one example, the bill calls for urban greening and 

access to open space in historically underrepresented communities. Building 

community composting sites is an excellent avenue to create inviting and accessible 

outdoor spaces that can simultaneously benefit neighborhoods that have long been 

excluded from outdoor education and safe outdoor spaces. For another, applying 

compost to open spaces supports many hazard mitigation efforts, particularly those 

surrounding water, heat, and extreme weather events. 

• AB 1889 requires jurisdictions to update their general plan’s conservation 

element  by January 1, 2028, to consider wildlife connectivity — another opportunity 

for rewilding and greening initiatives that compost could support. Compost could be 

applied to support conservation efforts such as roadside native plantings and 

riparian restoration projects, which provides a slow release of stable nutrients unlike 

synthetic fertilizers that can promote algae and invasive plant booms. 

• AB 2346 authorizes local jurisdictions to count compost produced at community 

sites towards their organic waste procurement targets, providing a valuable 

opportunity to support new community composting sites. It also allows procurement 

dollars to be used towards the infrastructure needed to open new community 

composting sites. 

•  SB 279, recently signed by the Governor, eases permitting for community 

composters, urban farms, and school farms by allowing them to compost larger 

amounts of green waste onsite. 

• SB 1383 procurement requirements can also be used to catalyze nature-based 

climate solutions projects, such as native tree and plant cultivation, as well as 

compost applications on open spaces and rangelands — a practice shown to draw 

carbon into the soil (aka, sequestration). 

Concluding Thoughts 

While diverting organic waste from landfills is critical from a climate perspective — and 

demand for compost in the agriculture sector is high — diversion-only strategies can limit the 

use and development of compost as a resource within local jurisdictions. Cities can help to 

create strong and lasting compost markets by producing or purchasing compost for use in 

green spaces, medians, and other places where shade trees and other plants can benefit 

from healthier soil. With a little focus and creativity, compost can create a host of economic 

and workforce opportunities across the state and beyond. This makes compost the ultimate 

tool for planners wishing to support their communities to be healthier, more resilient, and 

more equitable. 



For more information, access to additional resources, or to leave feedback, please email 

stephanie@pflfoundation.org 

   

  

Join the APA Asian and Pacific Islander Interest Group and the APA Arts and Planning 

Division for “Creating Space for Asian American History Through Art” ― a dynamic 

conversation with artists and cultural organizers on how creativity can preserve, honor, and 

celebrate Asian American history. 

  

• Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

• Time: 11:30am HST, 1:30pm PST, 2:30pm MST, 3:30pm CST, 4:30pm EST 

• Webinar Length: 90 minutes 

• Speakers:  

o Jasmine Chu, Public Humanities Practitioner (Denver, CO) 

o Dr. Hao Huang, Concert Pianist and Transart Performance Creator 

(Claremont, CA) 

o Ponnapa Prakkamakul, Artist and Landscape Architect (Boston, MA) 
  

Register now for this unique event that will feature the inspiring work of artists and 

community organizers from Southern California, Denver, and Boston who have created 

visual and performance art to increase the awareness of API history, culture, and 

communities.  This event is free for members of the Asian and Pacific Islander Interest 

Group.  This webinar has been approved for 0.75 CM credit (#9321163). 
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OTHER NEWS 
 

   

Come join the engaged and fun Sac Valley Section Board! Two appointed 

positions available: 

  

Sponsorship Chair 

All the programming that is offered throughout the year is only possible because of the 

generosity of our 15 sponsors. Please consider joining the Board as Sponsorship Chair to 

work with our amazing sponsors to sustain the Sacramento Valley Section for years to 

come! 

  

North Valley Division Director 

Do you Live or Work in Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, or Colusa County? Do You Want to 

Get Involved With APA? Help shape the direction of APA in your region! 

  

For more information on these appointed positions, please contact Section Director 

Matt Hertel, AICP:  hertelmatt@gmail.com  

   

Join us in celebrating the 2025 APA Sacramento Valley Section Award 

Recipients! 🏆  

  

We’re thrilled to recognize this year’s outstanding planners, projects, and initiatives that are 

shaping more resilient, equitable, and vibrant communities across the Sacramento Valley 

region. 

Each award highlights the creativity, dedication, and impact of our planning community; 

from innovative local projects to emerging leaders making a difference. 

👏  Congratulations to all the awardees, your work continues to inspire and elevate the 

field of planning! 

  

Click the link below to see the list of all 2025 award winners! 
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://svsapa.org/news/awards.html&sa=D&source=docs&

ust=1762882400894771&usg=AOvVaw3p2iI8GVCmcOGFG4gm6Ygn 

  

   

APA California/PEN Oral History Project 

The PEN Oral History Project was initiated in 2025 to recognize and honor accomplished 

California planners and other individuals whose career achievements and contributions to 
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the profession demonstrate excellence in planning and offer aspirational role models for 

planners. The mission is two-fold: 1) to profile, respect, and increase awareness of 

planning pioneers; and 2) to inform, provoke thought, stimulate interest, and elicit action on 

important planning topics. The project consists of recorded interviews accessible from this 

webpage. New interviews will be added each year in the order they were recorded. 

For additional information about the Oral History Project, click here. We highly welcome 

suggestions on persons to interview. Please contact Hanson Hom, CPAT Program 

Coordinator, at hansonapa@gmail.com. 

   

Thank you to our 2025/2026 Sponsors! 

  

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies on the 

generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development, mentorship, and 

networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge 

thank you to our new and renewing sponsors! 
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Stay up to date on your APA membership and AICP certification!  
Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your personal email 

address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing address are listed 

correctly.  

  

Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!  

  

Also, be sure to log AICP certification maintenance credits before the end of year! 

See below for membership options: 



  

   



Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!  

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!  

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapa/  

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa  

Like us on Facebook 

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events, programs, news, 

research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new Facebook page. 

Like us HERE! 

 

 

   

APA National  

   

Federal Impacts 

  

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA is several 

efforts to support you. 

  

Share your experiences 

  

Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to better 

support you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the shifting federal 

polity landscape. Information can be shared anonymously at APA is Listening 

  

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial Hardship   

  

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some members.  If you 

are in need of an exemption from member dues or CM requirement, APA offer unemployed 

and in transition members the opportunity to file exemption forms for dues and AICP 
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Certification Maintenance. This information piece provides more information Membership 

Relief & Resources.   

   

MORE FROM SVS 
 

   

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners 

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you would like to 

give a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS newsletter! SVS would like to 

highlight our members. Please send your stories, pictures, etc. to SVS News and 

Information Director, Paul Kronser at paul.kronser@ascent.inc.  

   

Job Postings 

  

• UPholdings - Director of Supportive Housing  
o Click the link below for full details and to apply. 

o https://lnkd.in/g-iyqeFu 
• City of Novato - Principal/Senior Management Analyst  

o https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7385096664279257

088/?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_company_posts%3BtDZk

mlKCQJ%2B78ZEcClggIQ%3D%3D 
• City of West Sacramento - Park Planning and Development Manager & Park 

Facilities Maintenance Supervisor  

o https://lnkd.in/gRVmVc9D 

o https://lnkd.in/giZsTUmV 
• City of Napa Assistant/Associate Planner  

o https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/napacity/jobs/5080862/assist

ant-associate-planner?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs 
• City of Fairfield It Analyst I – GIS/Utilities  

o https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/fairfield/jobs/4850972/it-

analyst-i-gis-utilities?1 
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Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage HERE 

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If 

you are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please 

contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.  

   

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter 

  

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our newsletter, please 

email it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc  no later than the 7th of each month.  

   

 

 

Contact Info: 

Email us! info@svsapa.org  

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/ 
 

 

Connect with Us:  
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