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Register for the 2025 SVS Student Scholarship Fundraiser!
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Join us on Wednesday, September 10th from 5:30-7:30 at Bike Dog Brewing - East Sac
(1210 66th Street Sacramento, CA) for the annual Student Scholarship Fundraiser. Enjoy
great food, local craft beer, and the excitement of our raffle and live auctions, featuring a
variety of items including event tickets, gift certificates, and unique products from local
businesses and vendors.

All proceeds will directly support student scholarships and professional development
programs, helping to invest in the next generation of leaders. Register for the event here:
https://2025-SVS-Scholarship-Fundraiser.eventbrite.com

Register Now for the 2025 SVS APA Speaker Series
Join us Next Friday for the 3rd Session
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DOUBLING DOWN IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINT

Doubling Down in Times of Uncertainty

In an era defined by unprecedented challenges — from shifting political landscapes and
climate-driven disasters to housing crises and technological disruption — we as planning,
design, and community development professionals find ourselves at the intersection of
mounting pressures and uncertainty. Yet it's precisely during these uncertain times that we
need to double down on our commitment to our work and building resilient and equitable
communities. This Speaker Series will bring together diverse voices from across
disciplines and industries to explore how we can transform these challenges into
opportunities for positive change. Join us as we share our stories and innovative solutions
that are helping communities thrive in the face of uncertainty and discover how we can
work together and be leaders to create meaningful and lasting change in the places we
serve.

All sessions will be held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please check in prior to 9:30 a.m.
Join us for networking after each session from 11:30 a.m. to Noon

West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue, West Sacramento
Free parking at 1271 West Capitol Avenue (behind Walgreens)

We hope you can join us in person, but we will have a live streaming option
for all sessions at the same price as attending in person.

Friday, Auqust 22 — Hosted by ULI

Safe and Equitable Transportation



Join us as we explore the power of equitable transportation and mobility with top local
thought leaders and changemakers. Hear how they are staying steadfast in their efforts
while navigating the unsteady political climate. Together, we can examine proven solutions
and find out how our region is moving toward creating healthy and equitable places.

Panelists: Simeon Gant, Executive Director, Green Technical Education & Employment;
Chris Flores, Chief of Staff/VP Real Estate & TOD, Sacramento Regional Transit District;
Rosie Ramos, External Relations Lead, SACOG

Moderator: Kiara Reed, Executive Director, Civic Thread

Upcoming Sessions:

Friday, September 19 — Hosted by AIA
Building at the Edge: Codes and Best Practices for Wildfire-Prone Areas

Friday, October 24 - Hosted by APA
Stop Planning to Use Al. Start Using Al to Plan.

Friday, November 21 — Hosted by APA
Checking In: How are we meeting the challenge?

Download Program Flyer

REGISTER HERE!

Approved for 2 AICP CM Credits Per Session

For More Information, Please Contact Professional Events at jeni@proeventsjt.com or
(916) 997-7002.
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Register now for the APA California Conference

WAVES OF CHANGE

Reconnecting Communities

APA CALIFORNIA 2025 CONFERENCE
Monterey, California
September 28 — October |

Early-Bird registration through July 28th - Register HERE

Help Update California's Local Planning Guidelines!

The Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCl), California’s principal
planning agency, is kicking off a comprehensive update of the state’s General Plan,
Specific Plan, and Tribal Consultation Guidelines. This update process will engage
diverse partners—planners, local staff and officials, and other community partners
involved in planning processes—to help shape guidance and resources that support
local planning efforts and foster the growth of vibrant, resilient, and inclusive cities

and towns across California.

+# There are several ways that you can get involved now! 4

Sign Up for Email Updates. Stay in the know about the latest happenings and

share your interests so LCI can send you the most relevant meeting invites.

Attend A Project Launch Workshop in mid-July. LCI will give a brief overview of

the process and then open the floor for you to share your thoughts on the content
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and structure of the Guidelines.
Join Advisory Groups. LCl is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to join topic-
specific advisory groups. These groups will meet 3-5 times during the process and

provide valuable input on the content for the Guidelines.

B4 Sign up now: https://form.jotform.com/250717529034052

gVisit the LCI Planning Update Website: http://planningupdate.lci.ca.gov

Bd Questions? Contact: planningupdate@Ici.ca.gov

Community Events

Summit Session — Bike Highways: Creating a Path to the Future of
Bicycling

Wednesday, August 20, 10:00 - 11:00 AM Pacific via Zoom

California has an extensive (and growing) highway system for cars. At CalBike, we think
it's time to create systems of connected, protected networks to allow people on bikes to
swiftly and safely reach popular destinations, within and across regions. Bike highways will
create routes where people can get where they need to go quickly by bike, making biking
an excellent alternative to bumper-to-bumper traffic. The protected bikeways of a bike
highway network will encourage more people to get around by bike, safe from traffic
violence. Leading off with Assemblymember Steve Bennett who will discuss the progress
of the concept in California and plans for a bike highway in his region, speakers will
discuss how bike highways have been developed as critical connections in other countries,
and how California can benefit from implementing this idea.

Featured perspectives include:
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Asm. Steve Bennett, on how bike highways can connect communities—from Santa
Barbara to Santa Clarita and beyond.

Lorena Romero Fontecha, a representative from Bogota, Colombia, where connected
bike routes have become a defining feature of everyday urban life.

Mauricio Hernandez, with Alta Planning + Design, a planner working to advance this
concept in California.

This conversation is part of the California Bicycle Summit Sessions webinar series—a
quarterly continuation of the California Bicycle Summit, bringing vital discussions on

planning, design, and policy straight to your screen. Whether you're a planner, engineer,

advocate, or a neighbor who simply wants safer, smarter streets, this session is for you.

We hope to see you on August 20. Register Now.

Register today for the California Active Transportation Program
Symposium

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
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October 22-23, 2025
UC Davis Conference Center
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The California Active Transportation Program Symposium is a two-day event co-hosted by
the California Transportation Commission and Caltrans with support from the Active

Transportation Resource Center. The Symposium brings together local, regional, state,

and Tribal governments to learn, share knowledge, and network with other agency staff,
planners, engineers, public health professionals, and active transportation champions
implementing active transportation projects. This two-day event will include inspiring
speakers, interactive workshops, breakout sessions, and opportunities to connect with
partners to further your work. The 2025 event will be the first in-person symposium since
2019, with the 2021 event held virtually.

Early Bird registration: $50
Standard registration (starting September 1, 2025): $75

Visit the Symposium webpage for more information and to register for the event.

Zoning Academy Student Edition

For the planning/non-planning student coming out of school, still in school or just getting
started in their career!

1) Zoning Academy cooked up just for y’all because | remember what it was like coming

straight outta grad school and having to be the “go-to” planner for zoning/land use
questions

https://www.instagram.com/p/DMvXBxmui4W/?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==

Sacramento County: The Path to County Service Workshop

Want to learn how to apply for Sacramento County positions? Attend a free virtual
workshop to learn about the application process, how to apply for employment
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opportunities, and additional job seeker resources with Sacramento County. Use the QR
codes or one of the links below to register for one of our August workshops.

Aug 27 5-6p

https://www.instagram.com/p/DM-_n0sOnN2/?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==

APA Transportation Planning Division Webinars

The Transportation Planning Division is pleased to offer this informative and engaging way
to meet your AICP CM equity requirements by attending any or all of four FREE webinars!
Our Operationalizing Equity series takes place now through January 2026 and offers an
opportunity to learn about equity considerations in transportation planning.

e September 22, 2025 - Collaborative Stakeholder and Community Engagement -
REGISTER

¢ November 20, 2025 - Transit and Active Transportation - REGISTER

¢ January 29, 2025 - community and Economic Opportunity - REGISTER

Exploring the 2025 Latino Data Hub Updates Webinar

At a time when federal data systems are being defunded, decommissioned, or
delayed, public access to reliable, community-level information has never been
more critical. Join the UCLA Latino Policy and Politics Institute for a

demonstration of the newly updated Latino Data Hub (LDH), a public bilingual

data disaggregation platform built to democratize access to critical data about
Latino communities across the country.

Date: Thursday, August 28, 2025
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Time: 10:00 AM PT | 1:00 PM ET
Via Zoom
RSVP

This session will introduce new LDH features designed for researchers, policy
advocates, journalists, and legislative staff who need accessible, timely, and
localized data to inform their work. Highlights include redesigned filters,
customizable charts, and—for the first time—congressional district-level data.
Presenters:

e Mariah Bonilla, Community Coordinator, Latino Data Hub and Project
Policy Analyst, UCLA LPPI

« Rodrigo Dominquez-Villegas, Director, Latino Data Hub, and Director of
Research, UCLA LPPI

e Lynda Kellam, Data Rescue Project and SnyderGranader Director of
Research Data & Digital Scholarship, University of Pennsylvania
Libraries

« Jie Zong, Manager, Latino Data Hub and Senior Research Analyst,
UCLA LPPI

Don’t miss this opportunity to see what’s new, ask questions, and help
strengthen the movement for data equity and transparency.

NEWS, INFORMATION, AND
RESOURCES

Sacramento Valley Section
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Co-Chair Solicitation
APA California 2027 Conference Host Committee

The Sacramento Valley Section will be hosting the 2027 California APA Conference, to be
held September 10-14, 2027 in the City of Sacramento. Accordingly, the SVS Board has
been asked by the California Chapter to nominate three Co-Chairs for the Conference Host
Committee (CHC). The CHC will spend approximately 18 months helping to plan the event,
alongside Chapter staff and event contractors. The Co-Chairs will have duties ranging from
developing agendas and leading planning meetings, establishing a conference theme and
logo, assisting subcommittees, coordinating with APA California Board and Conference
Management Contractor, and assisting with task management and publicity for the
conference.

Click the button below to fill out a short form and submit your interest for the Co-Chair
positions. Submissions are requested by August 31, 2025.

Apply HERE

Tom Pace is the 2025 SVSAPA Legacy Award Recipient!

We are collecting messages for Tom that will be presented to him along with an engraved
gold plate commemorating this achievement. Any and all messages from simple statements
of gratitude and congratulations, to recalling past stories are welcome. Complete this Google
Form to send your message!

The Legacy Award is given to distinguished Sacramento Valley individuals who have shown
exemplary commitment to the profession and practice of planning over time through
mentorship, APA involvement, and advancing quality planning at the state, regional, and
local levels.

We are also collecting photos of Tom over the years to include in the 2025 Awards
Ceremony presentation. Photos and any messages for Tom can be sent to Nikki Zanchetta
(nikki@mintierharnish.com), Awards Director.
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Other News:

1. Woodland City Council approves $1.5M for affordable housing project on
Lemen Avenue

2. El Dorado Hills Incorporation; LAFCO Project No. 2025-02 - El Dorado
Local Agency Formation Commission

3. Sheetz Loses Again: Legislatively Enacted Fees Satisfy Nolan/Dollan |
Nossaman LLP - JDSupra

4. California's Summer Blockbuster, Continued!: AB 130 and SB 131 Create
Further Housing Reforms | Holland & Knight LLP - JDSupra

Come join the engaged and fun Sac Valley Section Board! One appointed

position available:

North Valley Division Director
Do you Live or Work in Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, or Colusa County? Do You Want to
Get Involved With APA? Help shape the direction of APA in your region!

For more information on these appointed positions, please contact Section Director
Matt Hertel, AICP: hertelmatt@gmail.com

Thank you to our 2025/2026 Sponsors!

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies on the
generosity of its sponsors to provide professional development, mentorship, and
networking opportunities to planners across the 23 counties and 90+ cities of SVS. A huge
thank you to our new and renewing sponsors!
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Stay up to date on your APA membership!
Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your personal email
address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing address are listed

correctly.

Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!

Applications for 2025/26 Rural Planning Leadership Academy and
Network (RPLAN) Program now being accepted



The Sacramento Valley Section of the California American Planning Association (SVS
APA) is excited to announce the third year of the Rural Planning Leadership Academy
and Network (R-PLAN) program (SVS RPLAN webpage) designed for rural planning
professionals working for Cities and Counties in rural northern California. SVS APA

encompasses the most geographically broad area within the California APA. We recognize
the unique experiences and needs of our rural members, as well as the difficulties they
experience getting to in-person events typically held in the Sacramento core. The goal of
this program is to support the professional development of public sector planners working
for rural jurisdictions.

The R-PLAN program will run for 10 months beginning in October of 2025 with a group of
10 to 15 participants. This program will be supported by leadership of the Sacramento
Valley Section APA Board and facilitated by a volunteer Steering Committee of local APA
member planning professionals that include several rural area Agency Directors and staff,
as well as members of the SVS APA award winning PLAN mentorship program steering
committee.

Below is a brief snapshot of the Program:

1. August 15, 2025, 8pm: Applications due

e Please click to fill out the application: RPLAN Application 2025/26
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2. Late August/early September: Participant selection and notification

3. October 15" and 16" 2025 & May 2026 (TBD): Two 2-day in-person sessions.
Jurisdictions are expected to cover the cost of travel and lodging for one night at each in-
person session. Sessions will begin after lunch on day one and conclude after lunch on the
second day to allow for half day travel time each day. Evening events will be programmed
necessitating overnight lodging.

4. Five (5) remote learning & sharing sessions focused around the rural experience.
Topics may include:

e General leadership skills and Strengthsfinder

e Fire and natural disaster resiliency

e Public and tribal engagement

e Transportation

¢ Public financing/agency operations

e Housing

e Legislation

¢ Public Engagement

¢ Connecting with State Agencies and resources

5. The cost for this program is partially subsidized by the SVS APA Section. Participants
must join the California Chapter of the American Planning Association (if they are not
already members) at a cost of $125. To learn more about APA membership options_Join
APA. Program tuition is $400 per person.

6. Tuition Covers:

¢ Food and meeting space at the two in-person sessions (does not include travel and
lodging)

e Program materials

e Aticket to the October 15, 2025 SVS APA Awards Event held in West Sacramento

e Aticket to the SVS APA December Winter Mixer (location TBD)

e Admission to the SVS 2026 Speaker Series, virtual or in-person ($120 Value)

Please let us know if you would like more information about the program by emailing
rplansacvalley@gmail.com.
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Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!
Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapa/

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa
Like us on Facebook

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events, programs, news,
research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new Facebook page.

Like us HERE!

Community News

Graduate Program of
Environmental Policy and Managen

Request for Proposals
The EPM program seeks partnerships to collaborate on environmental management or
policy analysis projects for the 2026 Policy Clinic.

Partner with the Environmental Policy Clinic and unlock the expertise of tomorrow's
environmental leaders. Over the span of 20 weeks, talented teams of 4-5 masters students
dive deep into your most pressing environmental management and policy challenges,
delivering key analyses and innovative solutions.

Your Impact Accelerated: From January through our June symposium, your organization
will gain dedicated research capacity, fresh perspectives, and actionable strategies—all
while mentoring the next generation of environmental professionals.
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Why partner with us?

e Collaborate with graduate students from interdisciplinary backgrounds
e Gain new perspectives and insights for your project
¢ Receive high-level deliverables such as reports, maps, policy briefs and more
e Access to expert UC Davis faculty
e Develop a hiring pipeline to skilled graduate students nearing graduation
¢ No expectation of funding
No geographic limitations, proposals are accepted from organizations in and outside of

California

Learn more: https://epm.ucdavis.edu/policy-clinic

Federal Impacts

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA is several
efforts to support you.

Share your experiences
Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to better

support you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the shifting federal
polity landscape. Information can be shared anonymously at APA is Listening

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial Hardship

APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some members. If you
are in need of an exemption from member dues or CM requirement, APA offer unemployed
and in transition members the opportunity to file exemption forms for dues and AICP
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Certification Maintenance. This information piece provides more information Membership
Relief & Resources.

MORE FROM SVS

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you would like to
give a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS newsletter! SVS would like to
highlight our members. Please send your stories, pictures, etc. to SVS News and
Information Director, Paul Kronser at paul.kronser@ascent.inc.

Job Postings

Senior Planner
County of Sacramento
Sacramento, CA

Associate/Assistant Planner
City of Roseville (CA)

Assistant Planner

City of Davis
Davis, CA

Junior Planner
City of Sacramento

Sacramento, CA

Assistant Planner
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County of Sacramento
Sacramento, CA

Associate Planner

County of Sacramento
Sacramento, CA

Human Services Program Planner

County of Sacramento
Sacramento, CA

Deputy Director of Planning

County of Sonoma

Associate Transportation Planner
City of Lodi

Planning Specialist I/[l/Senior
San Joaquin RTD

Public Affairs Internship

City of Mountain House

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage
HERE

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If
you are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please
contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter
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We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our newsletter, please
email it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc no later than the 7t of each month.

Contact Info:

Email us! info@svsapa.org

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with Us:

Facebook

Instagram

LinkedIn
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