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July 2025 Newsletter
Here is what you need to know for July 2025

EVENTS

Sacramento Valley Section

Register Now for the 2025 SVS APA Speaker Series
Join us this Friday for the 2nd Session



DOUBLING DOWN IN TIMES OF UNBERTAIN

Doubling Down in Times of Uncertainty

In an era defined by unprecedented challenges — from shifting political landscapes and climate-
driven disasters to housing crises and technological disruption — we as planning, design, and
community development professionals find ourselves at the intersection of mounting pressures
and uncertainty. Yet it's precisely during these uncertain times that we need to double down on
our commitment to our work and building resilient and equitable communities. This Speaker
Series will bring together diverse voices from across disciplines and industries to explore how we
can transform these challenges into opportunities for positive change. Join us as we share our
stories and innovative solutions that are helping communities thrive in the face of uncertainty and
discover how we can work together and be leaders to create meaningful and lasting change in
the places we serve.

All sessions will be held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please check in prior to 9:30 a.m.
Join us for networking after each session from 11:30 a.m. to Noon

West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue, West Sacramento
Free parking at 1271 West Capitol Avenue (behind Walgreens)

We hope you can join us in person, but we will have a live streaming option
for all sessions at the same price as attending in person.

Friday, July 25 — Hosted by SACOG

Advancing Equity Through Mobility Zones
SACOG'’s Mobility Zones uses a co-creation model and place-based approach to improve
transportation within the Sacramento region’s diverse communities. The structure



empowers community members as experts in the transportation needs of their
neighborhoods, and fosters community-government partnership by bringing those leaders
together to guide the direction of projects. Hear from the program leaders on how they've
built this project from the ground up and the lessons learned along the way.

Panelists: Kiara Reed, Executive Director, Civic Thread; Lovedeep Baines, Community
Engagement Coordinator, California Health Collaborative
Panelist/Moderator: Kathleen Aziz, Principal Planner, SACOG

Please register by noon this Thursday to ensure you have a badge or the live stream link.

Upcoming Sessions:

Friday, Auqust 22 — Hosted by ULI
Safe and Equitable Transportation

Friday, September 19 — Hosted by AIA
Building at the Edge: Codes and Best Practices for Wildfire-Prone Areas

Friday, October 24 - Hosted by APA
Stop Planning to Use Al. Start Using Al to Plan.

Friday, November 21 — Hosted by APA
Checking In: How are we meeting the challenge?

Download Program Flyer

REGISTER HERE!

Approved for 2 AICP CM Credits Per Session
June session will provide the mandatory Equity Credits

July session will provide the mandatory Sustainability Credits
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For More Information, Please Contact Professional Events at jeni@proeventsijt.com or (916)
997-7002.

APA California

Register now for the APA California Conference

WAVES OF CHANGE

Reconnecting Communities

APA CALIFORNIA 2025 CONFERENCE
Monterey, California
September 28 — October |

Early-Bird registration through July 28th - Register HERE

Help Update California's Local Planning Guidelines!

The Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCl), California’s principal
planning agency, is kicking off a comprehensive update of the state’s General Plan, Specific
Plan, and Tribal Consultation Guidelines. This update process will engage diverse partners—
planners, local staff and officials, and other community partners involved in planning
processes—to help shape guidance and resources that support local planning efforts and

foster the growth of vibrant, resilient, and inclusive cities and towns across California.

+ There are several ways that you can get involved now! 4
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Sign Up for Email Updates. Stay in the know about the latest happenings and share

your interests so LCl can send you the most relevant meeting invites.

Attend A Project Launch Workshop in mid-July. LCI will give a brief overview of the
process and then open the floor for you to share your thoughts on the content and
structure of the Guidelines.

Join Advisory Groups. LCl is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to join topic-specific

advisory groups. These groups will meet 3-5 times during the process and provide valuable

input on the content for the Guidelines.

B> Sign up now: https://form.jotform.com/250717529034052

gVisit the LCI Planning Update Website: http://planningupdate.lci.ca.gov

BJ Questions? Contact: planningupdate@Ici.ca.gov

Community Events

Register today for the California Active Transportation Program Symposium
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} SYM POSIUM

October 22-23, 2025
UC Davis Conference Center

The California Active Transportation Program Symposium is a two-day event co-hosted by
the California Transportation Commission and Caltrans with support from the Active

Transportation Resource Center. The Symposium brings together local, regional, state, and

Tribal governments to learn, share knowledge, and network with other agency staff, planners,
engineers, public health professionals, and active transportation champions implementing active
transportation projects. This two-day event will include inspiring speakers, interactive workshops,
breakout sessions, and opportunities to connect with partners to further your work. The 2025
event will be the first in-person symposium since 2019, with the 2021 event held virtually.

Early Bird registration: $50
Standard registration (starting September 1, 2025): $75

Visit the Symposium webpage for more information and to register for the event.

APA Transportation Planning Division Webinars
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The Transportation Planning Division is pleased to offer this informative and engaging way to
meet your AICP CM equity requirements by attending any or all of four FREE webinars! Our
Operationalizing Equity series takes place now through January 2026 and offers an opportunity
to learn about equity considerations in transportation planning.

August 1, 2025 - Transportation Safety: REGISTER

e September 22, 2025 - Collaborative Stakeholder and Community Engagement -
REGISTER

e November 20, 2025 - Transit and Active Transportation - REGISTER

e January 29, 2025 - community and Economic Opportunity - REGISTER

NEWS, INFORMATION, AND RESOURCES

Sacramento Valley Section

Come join the engaged and fun Sac Valley Section Board! Four appointed
positions are available:

Assistant Treasurer

This appointed role was established at the SVS Board meeting on February 7th. The Assistant
Treasurer will support the elected Treasurer, Leighann Moffitt, with tasks such as preparing the
annual budget, overseeing the Section’s bank account, managing expenditures and paying bills,
invoicing, and collaborating with the Cal APA’s bookkeeper/accountant on required reports.

This is a fantastic opportunity to get involved in the local Section and actively participate on the
Board. We are excited to welcome an additional Board member who is familiar with the budget
and bank accounts.
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Please email moffittplanner@gmail.com to express your interest in this position. The President

and Treasurer will then schedule follow-up Zoom chats with interested members, with the final
appointment made by the Section President.

North Valley Division Director
Do you Live or Work in Tehama, Plumas, Glenn, Butte, or Colusa County? Do You Want to Get
Involved With APA? Help shape the direction of APA in your region!

For more information on these appointed positions, please contact Section Director Matt
Hertel, AICP: hertelmatt@gmail.com

Sponsors Needed for 2025/2026!

Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) of the American Planning Association relies on the generosity
of its sponsors to provide professional development, mentorship, and networking opportunities to
planners across the 23 counties and 90+ cities of SVS. Sponsorship packages for 2025/2026 are
now available. Click HERE to find information on sponsorship levels, benefits, and the detailed

sponsorship package flyer. You can now sponsor by to make a secure
payment online using Square. Thank you for helping us meet our need of $11,300!

Contact Nathaniel Redmond, SVS APA Sponsorship Director, at (530) 492-9775 or
nathaniel@greendottransportation.com
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Stay up to date on your APA membership!

Make sure your APA account is current by logging in and verifying that your personal email
address (work email addresses change more often) and mailing address are listed correctly.

Don't forget to set a calendar reminder for your next renewal period!

Sac Valley Planning + Leadership + Advancement + Networking (PLAN) — 2025
Workshop Series

The 14th PLAN Session just wrapped up with new energy, partnerships, and format. The PLAN
program was designed to help young, emerging planners, and transportation professionals build
relationships, improve communication skills, and elevate their careers. The series came together
through a partnership among Young Professionals in Transportation, Young and Emerging
Planners, Sacramento Area Council of Governments, Bike Dog Brewing Company, and the
PLAN Steering Committee. In past years, there was a set number of participants over 8 sessions
selected through an application process. This year, it was more accessible with no set limits,



and no applications for the three sessions. The sessions offered valuable insights, hands-on
activities, and opportunities to connect with leaders in the field. The sessions included:

e Speed Networking: Emerging planners had the opportunity to connect with seasoned
planners and industry experts in an inclusive and engaging environment. The Bike Dog
Brewing Company space was packed with more than 30 planners connecting and talking
shop.

¢ Building Professional Relationships: Public and private sector panelists, James Corless,
SACOG, Mike Isle, Teichert, and Julia Lave Johnston, PLANWELL Consulting, shared
their personal career journeys and how they cultivate long lasting relationships with
colleagues and the communities they serve. The panel fielded lots of great questions in
the meeting space provided by SACOG.

e Emotional Intelligence & Tough Conversations: Katie Miller, Left Lane Advisors, share
her vast experience with the planners on exploring emotional intelligence, self-
awareness and empathy as tools to handle workplace challenges and difficult
conversations. Katie guided the planners through exercises, learning through first hand
activities. Once again SACOG provided a wonderful space for the session.

In addition to the great partnerships, PLAN had three organizational sponsors, Mintier Harnish,

LAGO Planning + Managment, and the City of Sacramento along with individual donations from
Sparky Harris, Matt Hertel, Tina Suarez-Murias, Janet Ruggiero, and Jenny Welch. Thank you
to our Sponsors!

Session 1 - Speed Networking at Bike Dog Brewing Co. in March



Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network (R-PLAN) Program

Congratulations to the Participants of the 2024/25 Rural Planning Leadership Academy and
Network (R-PLAN) Program for completing the 8 month program with back to back in-person
sessions on May 7th and 8th.

The Participants in this cohort included: Kelsey Fletterick from the City of Arcata; Mark Cliser,
Sandy Arellano, Jessie Waldman and Marco Rodriguez from Mendocino County; Zachary
Ruybal from Nevada County; Kristina Heredia from the City of Oroville; Susan Hartman from the
Town of Paradise; Bella Hedtke and Nicholas Martinez from Trinity County; and Ciara Fisher
from Yuba County.

The R-PLAN Program, launched in 2023 by the Sacramento Valley Section, is designed
specifically for Planning Professionals working for Cities and Counties in rural Northern
California. The SVS Board recognizes the unique experiences and needs of our rural members,
as well as the difficulties they may experience getting to in-person events typically held in
Sacramento. Nine sessions were held between October 2024 and May 2025 with approximately
25 guest speakers.

Information regarding recruitment for the 2025/26 Cohort will be available in the July/August
timeframe and can be found at_https://svsapa.org/about-us/rplan.html or by emailing

rplansacvalley@gmail.com.
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Applications for 2025/26 Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network
(RPLAN) Program now being accepted

The Sacramento Valley Section of the California American Planning Association (SVS APA) is
excited to announce the third year of the Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network
(R-PLAN) program (SVS RPLAN webpage) designed for rural planning professionals working for

Cities and Counties in rural northern California. SVS APA encompasses the most geographically
broad area within the California APA. We recognize the unique experiences and needs of our
rural members, as well as the difficulties they experience getting to in-person events typically
held in the Sacramento core. The goal of this program is to support the professional
development of public sector planners working for rural jurisdictions.

The R-PLAN program will run for 10 months beginning in October of 2025 with a group of 10 to
15 participants. This program will be supported by leadership of the Sacramento Valley Section
APA Board and facilitated by a volunteer Steering Committee of local APA member planning
professionals that include several rural area Agency Directors and staff, as well as members of
the SVS APA award winning PLAN mentorship program steering committee.

Below is a brief snapshot of the Program:

1. August 15, 2025, 8pm: Applications due

e Please click to fill out the application: RPLAN Application 2025/26

2. Late August/early September: Participant selection and notification

3. October 15" and 16" 2025 & May 2026 (TBD): Two 2-day in-person sessions. Jurisdictions
are expected to cover the cost of travel and lodging for one night at each in-person session.
Sessions will begin after lunch on day one and conclude after lunch on the second day to allow
for half day travel time each day. Evening events will be programmed necessitating overnight
lodging.

4. Five (5) remote learning & sharing sessions focused around the rural experience. Topics
may include:

e General leadership skills and Strengthsfinder
e Fire and natural disaster resiliency
e Public and tribal engagement
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e Transportation

e Public financing/agency operations

e Housing

e Legislation

e Public Engagement

e Connecting with State Agencies and resources

5. The cost for this program is partially subsidized by the SVS APA Section. Participants must
join the California Chapter of the American Planning Association (if they are not already
members) at a cost of $125. To learn more about APA membership options_Join APA. Program
tuition is $400 per person.

6. Tuition Covers:

e Food and meeting space at the two in-person sessions (does not include travel and
lodging)

e Program materials

¢ A ticket to the October 15, 2025 SVS APA Awards Event held in West Sacramento

o Aticket to the SVS APA December Winter Mixer (location TBD)

e Admission to the SVS 2026 Speaker Series, virtual or in-person ($120 Value)

Please let us know if you would like more information about the program by emailing
rplansacvalley@gmail.com.

Keep Up to Date with SVS APA!

Get reminders and upcoming events, see job notices, and more!

Connect with us on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/svsapa/

Follow us on Instagram: @svsapa
Like us on Facebook

Keep up to date with the Sac Valley Section’s planning related events, programs, news,
research, and much more, all at your fingertips, on our new Facebook page.

Like us HERE!
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Community News

CAPSTONE PROJECT
SUBMISSIONS
for Luskin School Grad Students

Professional-level analysis and recommendations
to drive action at your organization.

All capstones supervised by UCLA faculty member.

Deadline to submit is Friday, July 18

As part of their studies at the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs, graduate students complete

a capstone project on behalf of clients.

They define a problem, design and conduct data collection, analyze and contextualize the
information, and prepare a report for their client organization. Students gain experience working
as consultants, and clients receive professional-level analysis and recommendations to drive
action.

UCLAITS is proud to support graduate students doing outstanding work on transportation-
related topics. These students investigate a real-world question through their projects,
addressing an existing need and adding to research. These capstone projects will help inform
and guide policies and approaches for transportation departments, agencies, and cities across
the LA region and beyond.

Propose a Project for Next Year
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Request for Proposals

The EPM program seeks partnerships to collaborate on environmental management or policy
analysis projects for the 2026 Policy Clinic.

Partner with the Environmental Policy Clinic and unlock the expertise of tomorrow's
environmental leaders. Over the span of 20 weeks, talented teams of 4-5 masters' students dive
deep into your most pressing environmental management and policy challenges, delivering key
analyses and innovative solutions.

Your Impact Accelerated: From January through our June symposium, your organization will

gain dedicated research capacity, fresh perspectives, and actionable strategies—all while
mentoring the next generation of environmental professionals.

APA National

Federal Impacts

Have the federal changes affected you, your work or community? National APA is several efforts
to support you.

Share your experiences
Do you have experiences and challenges? APA wants to know more in order to better support

you through advocacy and with resources to help navigate the shifting federal polity landscape.
Information can be shared anonymously at APA is Listening

Membership Relief and Resources for Members Facing Financial Hardship
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APA recognizes that the federal changes have financially impacted some members. [f you are in
need of an exemption from member dues or CM requirement, APA offer unemployed and in
transition members the opportunity to file exemption forms for dues and AICP Certification
Maintenance. This information piece provides more information Membership Relief &

Resources.

MORE FROM SVS

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you would like to give
a shout out to? Spotlight your stories in the next SVS newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our
members. Please send your stories, pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Paul
Kronser at paul.kronser@ascent.inc.

Job Postings

Office of Congresswoman Doris Matsui — Sacramento, CA

Field Representative — Infrastructure & Environment

Congresswoman Doris Matsui seeks a full-time Field Representative in her Sacramento office
focused on infrastructure, environmental policy, and community engagement.

Responsibilities include representing the Congresswoman at events, engaging with local and
federal stakeholders, conducting policy research, and supporting district initiatives. Strong
understanding of the federal legislative and appropriations process is essential.

Qualifications:

e 1-2+ years relevant experience.
e Knowledge of infrastructure/environmental issues.
e Strong communication and research skills.
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e Commitment to public service
e Evening and weekend availability required.

To apply, send a resume and cover letter to Glenda.Corcoran@mail.house.gov

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage HERE

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If you
are interested in listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please contact our
Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP, GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter

We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our newsletter, please email
it to paul.kronser@ascent.inc no later than the 7t of each month.

Contact Info:

Email us! info@svsapa.org

Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with Us:

Facebook

Instagram

LinkedIn
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