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Here is what you need to know for September 2023

NEWS, INFORMATION, AND RESOURCES

Sacramento Valley Section

Application Deadline Extended for PLAN Mentorship Program!
 
Have you always wanted to give back and be a mentor to emerging professionals? Do you want to develop

technical, leadership, and networking skills to advance your career? The PLAN Sac Valley mentoring program is

launching into its 13th year, and we invite YOU to become a part of this award-winning program!

 

Be a Mentor – PLAN Sac Valley is looking for established professionals in various planning disciplines, with more

than 10 years of career experience, to serve as mentors and share their knowledge and insights with the next

generation of planning leaders.

 

Receive Mentoring – PLAN Sac Valley provides emerging planners, with less than 5 years of career experience,

the exposure to and a greater understanding of the tools and resources to be a successful professional planner.

 

Apply Today! The application deadline has been extended! We are now accepting applications until Monday,

September 25, 2023 (by 5 pm)

To access the application visit: https://svsapa.org/about-us/plan.html

For questions, email: PLANSacValley@gmail.com

New Opportunity for Rural Planners: RPLAN!
 
Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network (R-PLAN) Program. This program is designed specifically

for professionals working for rural Cities and Counties in our Section Area in recognition of the unique

experiences and needs of our rural members, as well as the difficulties they may experience getting to in-person

events typically held in the Sacramento core.

 

There may be a small number of spots left! The cohort is intended to be diverse and represent a variety of

levels of planning professionals who are employed either directly by a rural jurisdiction or as a consultant in a

rural area dedicated to a specific local jurisdiction.  

 

The program will run for 10 months beginning in October 2023 and will include two 2-day in-person sessions and

five (5) remote learning & sharing sessions focused around the rural experience. Topics under consideration for

the in-person and remote sessions include: 

General leadership skills; staffing/consultant use (so much work, so little time)
Natural disaster & planning for resiliency
Grant writing & financing 
Transportation in rural communities & regional government
Public engagement & conflict resolution
Legislative updates focused on how new legislation relates to rural jurisdictions
Public Engagement
Housing and connecting with State Agencies and resources

 

Program tuition is $400 per person and includes the 5 remote workshops; the costs of the two in-person sessions

(excluding travel and lodging); program materials; admission to the 23/24 Speaker Series; awards event

entrance; and a ticket to the winter mixer. 

 

If you are interested, please email rplansacvalley@gmail.com to find out if there is still space available.

Congratulations to the 2023 California Planning Foundation Scholarship
Recipients!
 
Five students from the Sacramento Valley Section have been awarded scholarships from the California Planning

Foundation. Congratulations to these promising members of our planning community!

 

Jaime Olmos

Sacramento Valley Section Legacy Scholarship Honoring Leighann Moffitt ($1,500)

UC Davis ● BS, Landscape Architecture

 

Thomas Sean Hamilton

Sacramento Valley Section Scholarship in Remembrance of J. Laurence Mintier ($1,500)

California State University, Sacramento ● BA, Geography

 

Jasmine Guerra

Ted Holzem Memorial Scholarship ($1000)

UC Davis ● BS, Sustainable Environmental Design

 

Chevon Holmes

California Planning Roundtable Scholarship ($1,000)

UC Davis ● MA, Geography

 

Anthony La

Distinguished Merit Scholarship ($3,000)

UC Davis ● BS, Sustainable Environmental Design

Step into leadership, build your network, and have fun!
 

Check out these open positions on the Sac Valley APA board:

Public Relations Director

Develop the social media strategy for the Sac Valley Section, coordinate with SVS board members and other

contributors to publicize Section activities and programs via Section’s official social media channels, promote

planning and SVS activities in Sacramento Valley by sharing planning-related news and content on social media.

 

Legislative Director

Keep the Section Board and Membership apprised of California and National legislation of interest to

our profession, coordinate Planning Legislative Update activities, and

Participate in APA CA legislative review.

 

North Valley Division Director (for Tehama, Plumas, Glen, Butte, and Colusa Counties)

Provide input to the Section Board related to the special needs of members in the North Valley, organize

meetings or activities during the year for North Valley members, and help publicize activities and programs

to North Valley members.

 
Check out the Sac Valley APA By-laws for a description of positions, or contact Sac Valley Section Director,

Kacey Lizon, at klizon@gmail.com

EVENTS

Sacramento Valley Section

Register for the 2023 SVS Student Scholarship Fundraiser!

September 27, 2023
5:30-7:30 PM

1723 11th Ave Sacramento, CA 95818
 
Help raise money to support Sacramento Valley Section planning students!

 

The Sacramento Valley Section of APA California is pleased to announce the 2023 Student Scholarship

Fundraiser! Funds raised during the event go towards scholarships that support education, mentoring,

professional development, and training for planners of all generations in the Sacramento Valley. These funds are

awarded through the California Planning Foundation (CPF) and Scot Mende Memorial Fund.

 

About the Event

The event will be hosted on Wednesday, September 27th outdoors at 1723 11th Ave Sacramento, CA 95818

from 5:30-7:30 PM. Proceeds from ticket sales, raffle proceeds, and additional donations will all contribute to the

scholarship and professional development funds. Come join us for an evening of fun while contributing to a great

cause!

 

Registration amounts are as follows:

Young and Emerging Planners $15
Regular General Admission $20
Planning Champion $50 (includes 5 raffle tickets and name tag recognition)
Planning ROCKSTAR $100 (includes 20 raffle tickets and additional recognition)

 

*This is a hosted event with beverages and dinner provided. Registrants are encouraged to make cash or check

donations during the night of the event to avoid Eventbrite and Square fees, but donations via Eventbrite

registration or credit card payment night-of are also available for your convenience.

 

Scholarship Fund Background

Every year, the SVS provides $3,000 to support two $1,500 scholarships for students entering their final year of a

planning undergraduate or graduate program at UC Davis, CSU Chico and Sacramento State. Planning students

in the section are also eligible for additional funds awarded by CPF. The fundraising goal for the Scholarship

Fund is $3,000.

 

In addition to scholarships, the Section utilizes the Scot Mende memorial fund to assist young and emerging

planners with professional development opportunities, ensuring that all planners have access to the

programming our section has to offer, such as the PLAN mentorship program and Rural PLAN mentorship

program. The fundraising goal for the Scot Mende Memorial Fund is $500.

 

Register today!

Join Us September 29 for the Speaker Series!
 
All sessions will be held from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Join us for coffee and networking from 8:00 to 8:30 a.m.

West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue, West Sacramento

Free parking at 1271 West Capitol Avenue (behind Walgreens)

 
We hope you can join us in person, but we will have a Live Streaming option for all sessions at the same
price as attending in person.

 
Friday, September 29 - Hosted by Association of Environmental Professionals (AEP), American Public
Works Association (APWA), & Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR)
 

The Intersection of Disciplines – Planning Professionals Working with Climate Science and Other

Professional Disciplines for a Better End Project

 

Planners don't plan the future alone. In this session, we’ll talk about the tools, other professions, and

communities/groups we work with, and the challenges and benefits of integrating land use planning,

science, economics, engineering, transportation planning, and environmental review. OPR will give an

overview of current tools, such as California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment, CalAdapt, CalOES’s

approach to Hazard Mitigation Planning, and how these tools inform local planning. Caltrans will discuss

how as a state Department of Transportation, Caltrans is integrating climate change projections into

transportation infrastructure planning and projects. The City of Citrus Heights will share case studies on

how their integrated planning, environmental, economics, and design team worked with the community

and other agencies on their trails plan and the Sunrise Tomorrow Specific Plan.

 

Panelists: Neil Matouka, Fifth Climate Change Assessment Program Manager, OPR; Leslie Blomquist,

City Engineer, City of Citrus Heights; Additional Speaker TBD

Moderator: Matthew Gerken, Principal Planner, AECOM

 
Upcoming Sessions:

•          Friday, October 27 hosted by California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

•          Friday, November 17 hosted by Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG)

 

Program Flyer and Register HERE
Approved for 2 AICP CM Credits per session.

For more information, please contact Professional Events at jeni@proeventsjt.com or (916) 997-7002.

Join Us for the 2023 SVS Awards Ceremony!

Wednesday, October 18, 2023

5:30pm @ Black Box Theater, West Sacramento Community Center

 

Register now for the 2023 SVS Awards Ceremony on October 18th! We’re back at Black Box Theatre in West

Sacramento to celebrate this year’s SVS APA Award winners! Arrive early to enjoy drinks and food on the

outdoor terrace with colleagues and friends, then move inside to celebrate great planning achievements in

Sacramento Valley. Below, you will find information on this year’s winners and registration information.

 

When: Wednesday, October 18th, 2023, 5:30pm

Where: Black Box Theater, 2nd floor of the West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue,

West Sacramento, CA 95691

Time: 5:30PM check-in/grab a drink! | 6:00PM program begins

Cost: $20 for APA members | $30 for non-APA members | $10 for Students/YEP Members

 

REGISTRATION

Please click here to register through Eventbrite.

(Note: A small Eventbrite service fee will be added at checkout.)

 

THIS YEAR, WE CELEBRATE...

Academic Award - Award of Excellence
UC Davis Center for Regional Change, PlanSearch
Best Practices - Award of Excellence
City of Sacramento’s Community Ambassador Program
Best Practices - Award of Merit
California Strategic Highway Safety Plan
Economic Planning and Development - Award of Merit
City of Roseville Commercial Corridor Specific Plans
Transportation Planning - Award of Excellence
Re-Envision West Arden Arcade Sustainable Communities and Complete Streets Plan
Transportation Planning - Award of Merit
Town of Paradise Transportation Master Plan
Comprehensive Plan, Small Jurisdiction - Award of Merit
Valley’s Edge Specific Plan
2023 Emerging Planner Award Winners

Laura Tuller, City of Sacramento
Ali Doerr Westbrook, Caltrans
Summer Lopez, GHD

2023 Local Vision Award Winners
Re-activating Meadowview, Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates (SABA)
Youth Leadership Academy, Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG)

2023 Legacy Award Winner
Leighann Moffitt, AICP

2023 Section Scholarship Recipients 
Anthony La - UC Davis
Thomas Sean Hamilton - CSU Sacramento
Jaime Olmos - UC Davis
Jasmine Guerra - UC Davis
Chevon Holmes - UC Davis

 

CONGRATULATE LEIGHANN MOFFITT, 2023 SVS LEGACY AWARD WINNER!

We are collecting messages for Leighann! These will be compiled and presented to her with an engraved gold

plate commemorating this achievement. Any and all messages from simple statements and gratitude and

congratulations, to recalling past stories are welcome. Click here to leave your message!

 

QUESTIONS?

For questions about registration, contact Jeni Tickler (jeni@proeventsjt.com). For questions about the Awards

Ceremony, contact Nikki Zanchetta (nikki@mintierharnish.com).

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Superior California Chapter of the

Association of Environmental Professionals presents

Approaches to Response to Comments:
Navigating the Nuances

October 19, 2023 – 11:00 PM – 1:00 PM
In Person and Webinar Options

[AICP Credit Pending]

Developing an approach to responding to comments on CEQA documents not only requires legal and
technical expertise but is nuanced with practical considerations. Overall factors to consider when
developing responses may include agency policy, project controversy and political context. How do you
avoid CEQA recirculation criteria triggers, artfully address gray areas, and identify information the public
should have had to allow for meaningful review of and comment on the document? How do you decide on a
document development process that is efficient and tailored to the project and anticipated numbers of
comments? This workshop will present and explore approaches to developing responses to comments and
provide an interactive discussion to help you navigate the nuances

Panelists: Nicole Williams, Managing Director, ICF; Shay Humphrey, Senior Manager, ICF; Mary Lynn
Coffee, Partner, Nossaman LLP. Moderator: Stephanie Parsons, President, CreativEnvironment Group LLC

AEP is offering this event as both in-person with networking time from 11:00-11:30 AM and lunch and
program from 11:30 AM -1:00 PM, and also as a webinar from 11:30 AM -1:00 PM.
 

Location:              The Reason Center, 1300 Hurley Way Suite 675, Sacramento, CA 95815

Cost:                    FREE for AEP members
$30 for non-members

Parking:               Parking is free on site.

Register: https://www.memberleap.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=CAE3&evid=37304895

Questions, contact Janet Dallas, AEP Chapter Treasurer at janet.dallas@aecom.com or (916) 607-1775. 

MORE FROM SVS

What We're Reading:

Building for proximity: The role of activity centers in reducing total miles traveled

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you would like to give a shout out to?

Spotlight your stories in the next SVS newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our members. Please send your

stories, pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Laura Tuller at LTuller@cityofsacramento.org.

Job Postings

The Town of Truckee is seeking a Senior Planner

Annual Salary: $95,049-$128,316/DOQ

Learn more and apply HERE

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage HERE

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If you are interested in

listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP,

GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.

Request for Qualifications – Professional Services for Plumas County Planning Department

Learn more HERE

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage HERE

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If you are interested in

listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP,

GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter
 
We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our newsletter, please email it to

ltuller@cityofsacramento.org no later than the 7th of each month.

Contact Info:
If you would like to get more information on the Sacramento Valley Section or to volunteer,

please contact Kacey Lizon, Section Director, at klizon@gmail.com or
Juliana Lucchesi, Board Secretary, at lucchesij8@gmail.com.

 
Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with Us: Facebook

Follow us on Instagram:     @svsapa
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