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Here is what you need to know for August 2023

NEWS, INFORMATION, AND RESOURCES

Sacramento Valley Section

Catapult Your Career with the PLAN Sac Valley Mentoring Program!
 
Have you always wanted to give back and be a mentor to emerging professionals? Do you want to develop

technical, leadership, and networking skills to advance your career? The PLAN Sac Valley mentoring program

is launching into its 12th year and we invite YOU to become a part of this award-winning program, apply now!

 
Be a Mentor – PLAN Sac Valley is looking for established professionals in various planning disciplines, with

more than 10 years of career experience, to serve as mentors and share their knowledge and insights with the

next generation of planning leaders.

 
Receive Mentoring – PLAN Sac Valley provides emerging planners, with less than 5 years of career

experience, the exposure to and a greater understanding of the tools and resources to be a successful

professional planner.

 

Applications for this exciting program are now available. To access the application and additional program

information, please visit: http://svsapa.org/plan/plan-program.html

http://svsapa.org/about-us/plan.html
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fr20.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001olUyAZ7chSNynzRKlP6y2yx3S%2dn3euHj%2dVWWKwHu8RvQ0dal%5fpp4kpS2QeUZ%2dJQZHr0cTf1V0sE3SwP2MAf3u9XLC1FEXnPwX9Vlk0reVo%2d%2d3ZNzzjRJtb91xzfviU0pKAuUkbczSabt92cSab0s5mhGc%2dQRaNSTezXWKBlWieo%3d%26c%3dPAEnomNOABJhkin9fONxknTi38Yjg2J4y8SV35PV6j%5fWRND7bAZZSw%3d%3d%26ch%3d0ScGyMudA%5fNbmEnUN4Q6QobvvZVAlVOy4aLuu%2dQLDtDCzGW5kDpUIQ%3d%3d&umid=3c9344e5-9d69-4a8f-9011-646cfb978ef6&auth=0c78d5381d8efeba9ba4477b3ca23a49d0ab462f-3e2e30c86041e3cc2e19eda3837c0733c95c6700


Build Your Skills as a Rural Planning Professional!

SVS APA has just announced the launch of a new program designed specifically for Rural Planning

Professionals working for cities and counties in our Section Area. SVS APA encompasses the most

geographically broad area within California APA. We recognize the unique experiences and needs of our rural

members, as well as the difficulties they may experience getting to in-person events typically held in the

Sacramento core. The goal of this program is to support the professional development of rural planners.

The Rural Planning Leadership Academy and Network (R-PLAN) Program will run for 10 months beginning in

October 2023 with an inaugural cohort if 8-10 participants. The cohort is intended to be diverse and represent a

variety of levels of planning professionals who are employed either directly by a rural jurisdiction or as

consultant in a rural area dedicated to a local jurisdiction.

The Steering Committee is now accepting applications to participate for the 2023/24 cohort. Applications are

due August 25th, 2023. Participants will be selected in September. The program will include two 2-day in-

person sessions and five remote learning and sharing sessions focused on the rural experience. Topics under

consideration include:

General leadership skills; staffing/consultant use (so much work, so little time)

Natural disasters and planning for resiliency

Grant writing and financing

Transportation in rural communities and regional government

Public engagement and conflict resolution



Legislative updates focused on how new legislation relates to rural jurisdictions

Housing and connecting with State agencies and resources

Program tuition is $400 per person and includes the 5 remote workshops, the costs of the two in-person

sessions (excluding travel and lodging), program materials, admission to the 2023 and 2024 speaker series,

awards event entrance, and a ticket to the winter mixer. Please email the Steering Committee at

rplansacvalley@gmail.com for additional details and the link to the program application

Congratulations to May 2023 AICP Examinees
 
The Sacramento Valley Section extends congratulations to members who passed the May 2023 AICP exam:
 
Makinzie Clark

Stephanie Chhan
Nedzlene Ferrario

Greta Soos
 
Earning the AICP-Candidate credential shows commitment to the planning profession and communities

served. The ability to prepare and pass the exam is evidence of understanding of AICP Code of Ethics and
competence in planning knowledge. Kudos!

mailto:rplansacvalley@gmail.com


Mark your calendars for the 2023 SVS Student Scholarship Fundraiser
 
Save the date for this year’s Sacramento Valley Section Student Scholarship Fundraiser! The event will take

place in-person on the evening of Wednesday, September 27, 2023, in Sacramento. Funds raised during the

event go towards scholarships awarded through the California Planning Foundation (CPF) for Planning

students in the Sacramento Valley Section (SVS) area. Every year the SVS provides $3,000 to support two

$1,500 scholarships for students entering their final year of a planning undergraduate or graduate program at

UC Davis, CSU Chico and Sacramento State.

Step into leadership, build your network, and have fun!
 
Sac Valley APA is currently recruiting for the following board positions: 
 
Legislative Director
North Valley Division Director
 



Check out the Sac Valley APA By-laws for a description of positions, or contact Sac Valley Section Director,

Kacey Lizon, at klizon@gmail.com

Proposed Amendment to Section Bylaws to add New Board Position
 
The Sacramento Valley Section Board of Directors is proposing to amend the Sacramento Valley Section

Bylaws to add a new position to the Board of Directors of Public Relation Director. Per the Bylaws, the

proposed amendment needs to be posted to the website for at least 50 days before the Board votes on the
amendment. If any member has questions or concerns about the proposed amendment, please contact Section

Director, Kacey Lizon (klizon@gmail.com). The proposed amendment can be found in a track change version
of the Bylaws starting on page 9, linked here.

EVENTS

Sacramento Valley Section

Register Now for the 2023 Speaker Series!
 

DEAR SAC VALLEY,
LET'S TALK ABOUT OUR WORK.

We've been furiously planning the last few years, especially with infusions of state and federal funding and new

programs, and more is on the way. We've been reinventing the way we plan to be more equitable, more

holistic, more sustainable, more collaborative. Planners and friends, can we take a step back and talk about

how that planning is going?

 
All sessions will be held from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Join us for coffee and networking from 8:00 to 8:30 a.m.

West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue, West Sacramento
Free parking at 1271 West Capitol Avenue (behind Walgreens)

https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fsvsapa.org%2fimages%2fsvs%5fgeneral%2fsacvalley%5fbylaws%5f2022%5f05.pdf&umid=0eaf5045-8ea4-4794-b117-997df6428870&auth=0c78d5381d8efeba9ba4477b3ca23a49d0ab462f-ea528f951d1d580705ad5fa0d82c6d68bd09d12b
mailto:klizon@gmail.com
https://svsapa.org/
https://svsapa.org/images/svs_general/sacvalley_bylaws_2023_06_draft.pdf


 
We hope you can join us in person, but we will have a Live Streaming option for all sessions at the same
price as attending in person.

 
Friday, August 25 – Hosted by ULI
 
Common Ground: Empowering our Communities through Healthy and Equitable Development
This program celebrates the successes of thoughtful, collaborative development with the goal of learning how

to empower historically disadvantaged Sacramento communities to build equity and preserve culture.  ULI will
hold a moderated discussion with a panel of experts on best approaches to interface with communities to

create healthy and equitable development.
 
Panelists: Roshaun Davis, Co-founder, Unseen Heroes; Katy Robb, Director, Mutual Assistance Network; Alex

Salazar, Founding Principal, Salazar Architects; Lynette Hall, Community Engagement Manager, City of
Sacramento

Moderator: Joanna Mack, Associate, Salazar Architects

 
Upcoming Sessions:

•          Friday, September 29 hosted by Association of Environmental Professionals (AEP), American Public

Works Association (APWA), & Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR)

•          Friday, October 27 hosted by California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

•          Friday, November 17 hosted by Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG)

 

Program Flyer and Register HERE
Approved for 2 AICP CM Credits per session.
For more information, please contact Professional Events at jeni@proeventsjt.com or (916)
997-7002.

DEI Committee Meeting
 
Please join the Diversity Equity and Inclusion Committee meeting to discuss 2023 Activities.
When: Monday, July 17, 5:30-6:30 (virtual).

RSVP to Celia Yniguez, cyniguez@alumni.ucla.edu to get meeting information.

DEI Committee Book Discussion

https://svsapa.org/news/speaker-series/2023-speaker-series.html
mailto:cyniguez@alumni.ucla.edu


Looking for a book to read this summer?  Well, Richard Rothstein is at it again! He just published “Just Action:
How to Challenge Segregation Enacted Under the Color of Law”. A follow up to his book, The Color of Law,

Richard Rothstein is joined by co-author Leah Rothstein to describe how we can begin to undo segregation.
The DEI Committee will host a discussion on this book in August or September. Want to learn more? Here is a

link to the book’s website: Just Action.  If you would like to join us for the discussion, RSVP to Celia Yniguez,
cyniguez@alumni.ucla.edu.

 
What people are saying about the book:
The Color of Law won an extraordinary readership by exploding myths about racial segregation. It was the

product of policy decisions at every level of government. Now, Richard Rothstein has teamed up with Leah
Rothstein to show how governments and individuals can undo the harm. Just Action is visionary, practical, and

essential.”
 
— E. J. Dionne Jr., co-author of 100% Democracy

APA California

Register Now for the APA California 2023 Conference!

https://www.justactionbook.org/


Where: Fresno Convention & Entertainment Center.

 
When: September 16-September 19, 2023

Register HERE

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Upcoming Leadership Training
 
The Coaching Habit: Empowering Leaders for Success
 
We all recognize how important effective leaders are for organizational and individual success. But the

definition of a successful leader has changed dramatically over the last generation. As problems and solutions

become more complex and elude technical solutions, the role of a leader goes beyond giving orders and

making decisions. A good leader guides, nurtures, and empowers team members to achieve their full potential

benefiting the individual and the organization. This style of leadership is called The Coaching Habit.

How can I become a Coach Leader?
 
CALCOG is opening up their day and a half course on how to become a Coach Leader to planning

professionals. Participants should be middle or upper managers. This day and a half course will be held in
Sacramento, September 13-14, 2023. The $550 cost includes course instruction from a professional trainer,

lunch and materials. You can register and learn more about the course here.

MORE FROM SVS

Interview with the SVS APA Student Representative Kaylee Gorham

Senior at University of California, Davis
Environmental Policy Analysis and Planning, Major Track: City and Regional Planning
National Center for Sustainable Transportation Summer Fellowship

What are your responsibilities as the Student Representative for the APA SVS Board?

My role is to reflect student perspectives on planning and planning education issues in California, work in

conjunction with the Chapter University Representative(s) in promoting Chapter and Section activities for

students, promote student internship opportunities; and perform any other duties assigned by the Board.
 
How did you get involved with APA?
 
I was first introduced to the APA through my coursework. My major encompasses urban planning and public

lands management, transportation planning, and community development. Many of the APA’s
recommendations for land use were discussed in my lectures as well as personal reports. I was sharing my

appreciation of a UCD “Chair share” Program with a fellow YEP member, Kaliey Flynn, who introduced me to
the Sac Valley Section.

 
What are you hoping to get out of participation?
 

The SVS Board has been a pleasant community to be a part of. The members are inviting and present,
allowing issues to be viewed from various lenses. I strive to bring planning students to the APA and continue

this pattern of community.

 
Why are you interested in Planning?
 

https://web.cvent.com/event/365f9ef9-fe21-4c49-b915-3af01566fc82/summary
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fcalcog.org%2fleadership%2dthrough%2dcoaching%2dcreating%2da%2dculture%2dof%2dcollaboration%2dtrust%2f&umid=a8018e71-6589-472a-8dc7-e055bef2c2de&auth=0c78d5381d8efeba9ba4477b3ca23a49d0ab462f-b008a7f5e0d6839c89445637f05db995812f75a4


Planning is both an art and a science. It is complex and multifaceted and strengthens my curiosity the more I

uncover. I aspire to become a planner to advance equitable practices in a historically non inclusive field.
 

Are there any other projects you’re involved with?
 

This summer I was a fellow for the National Center for Sustainable Transportation, investigating the

coordination between state programs such as the California Integrated Travel Program (Cal-ITP) and public
transit agencies, and looking for ways to improve connectivity within the state’s public transportation sector as

well as increase productivity. I focused on identifying barriers for underbanked individuals.

“Spotlight On” Sacramento Valley Section Planners

Want to share your experience? Is there a friend, colleague, or employee you would like to give a shout out to?

Spotlight your stories in the next SVS newsletter! SVS would like to highlight our members. Please send your
stories, pictures, etc. to SVS News and Information Director, Laura Tuller at LTuller@cityofsacramento.org.

Job Postings

Job postings can be found on the SVS APA Job Openings Webpage HERE

The Sacramento Valley Section provides listings for planning and planning-related jobs. If you are interested in

listing a job announcement or promotion within the Section, please contact our Webmaster Rick Rust, AICP,

GISP at planresilience@gmail.com.

 

Contribute to the SVS APA Newsletter
 
We want to hear from you! If you have an item you’d like to share in our newsletter, please email it to

ltuller@cityofsacramento.org no later than the 7th of each month.

mailto:LTuller@cityofsacramento.org
http://svsapa.org/resources/job-openings.html
mailto:planresilience@gmail.com
mailto:ltuller@cityofsacramento.org


Contact Info:
If you would like to get more information on the Sacramento Valley Section or to volunteer,

please contact Kacey Lizon, Section Director, at klizon@gmail.com or
Juliana Lucchesi, Board Secretary, at lucchesij8@gmail.com.

 
Visit our website at http://www.svsapa.org/

Connect with Us: Facebook

mailto:klizon@gmail.com
mailto:lucchesij8@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TR72NZcEb7Co9Isl8wfZ_KMmHxE63pBaNFwRfxtOvmQfk-LP7iRdXQ-s_zY5_yFFRQ8SdWPEGk5RLVK4gMP8Bt1qVEPsCw7iNRx4IZ5cgiI3Fi7-eF3UGceZbJkHaXY-ODK-drbj0UFE7aEQkBp0nocQ9T9FhS9fEYFi7Bzm8BM=&c=&ch=
https://www.facebook.com/sacvalley.apaca/

