
As planning, design, and community development professionals, most of us chose our professions because we want to “Do the Right 
Thing.”  But when you're working to solve complicated, multi-faceted challenges like climate change, the housing crisis, and structural 
inequities, with many stakeholders and limited resources and power, determining what that right thing is can be hard to define. And 
once defined, it can be even harder to implement. By bringing together diverse perspectives from various disciplines, industries, and 
backgrounds, this Speaker Series will explore this notion of what it means to "do the right thing," how there isn't one right answer, and 
how we can use these ideas to connect to a sense of purpose, challenge the norm, and collectively work towards a common goal. 

All sessions will be held from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  Please check in prior to 9:30 a.m.
Join us for networking after each session from 11:30 to Noon

West Sacramento Community Center, 1075 West Capitol Avenue, West Sacramento
Free parking at 1271 West Capitol Avenue (behind Walgreens)

We hope you can join us in person, but we will have a Live Streaming option for all sessions at the same price as attending in person.

Friday, June 28 – Hosted by SACOG
Do the Right Thing: It Takes a Ville-Age to Build One
Panelists:  Michele Reeves, Principal at CIVILIS Consultants; Jessica Lynch, Environmental Coordinator at City of Roseville; Pierre Rivas, 
Director of Development Services at City of Placerville 
Moderator:  Greg Chew, Senior Planner, Sacramento Area Council of Governments

Getting housing built in California is harder than many of us would like to admit, but it is not impossible. Several agencies in the greater 
Sacramento area are leading the charge to overcome barriers associated with in�ll housing, both at the local and regional level. Hear from keynote 
speaker Michele Reeves about the components to make vibrant communities and learn about the goals and anticipated impacts of current housing 
e�orts in Placerville and Roseville – and see why it takes a village to build one.

Friday, July 26 – Hosted by ULI & AIA
Do the Right Thing: Getting People o� the Streets: Micro, Modular, Tiny, Temp?
Panelists:  Joanne Price, Co-Founder, DignityMoves; Ken Craft, Founder and CEO, Hope the Mission; Betsy McGovern-Garcia, Vice President, 
Self-Help Enterprises
Moderator: John Hodgson, The Hodgson Company, Past ULI Sacramento Chair

The Good News: The public now understands the urgency of homelessness in our community.

The Challenge: Solutions are complicated and very expensive. Some cities are �nding incremental progress through experimentation.  A joint 
session by ULI Sacramento and AIA Central Valley will share notable innovations that communities have made with tiny homes and what the 
Sacramento Region might learn from them. 

Friday, August 23 – Hosted by ECOS & SACOG
Do the Right Thing: Even if its Underground 
Panelists:  Garett Ballard-Rosa, Senior Planner, Sacramento Area Council of Governments; Local Developer (Invited);  Representative 
from the City of Sacramento (Invited)
Moderator:  Susan Herre, President of the Board of Directors, Environmental Council of Sacramento (ECOS)

In the Sacramento region, urbanization and a growing population highlight the pressing need for upgrading existing infrastructure. Join us to 
hear from local government representatives and the development community as they share their plans for enhancing and maintaining 
underground infrastructure.

~Over~
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Pricing (Same Cost for In Person or Live Streaming):
Members of Speaker Series Partner Organizations ..............................................$25.00/session
Non-Members....................................................................................................................................$35.00/session
APA Members that are Young Planners (under 35) ................................................$20.00/session

If you register for all six sessions, you will receive the following discount:

Members of Speaker Series Partner Organizations: ................................ $120.00 total
Non-Members: .......................................................................................... $180.00 total
APA Members that are Young Planners (under 35): .................................... $85.00 total

REGISTER Now at https://svsapa.org/

 Approved for 2.0 AICP CM Credits per session

For more information please contact Professional Events at  jeni@proeventsjt.com  or  (916) 997-7002

Friday, Sept 20 – Hosted by APA
Do the Right Thing: Address Climate Change Even Though It’s Hard 
Panelists: Steve Frisch, President, Sierra Business Council; Rachel Rios, Executive Director, La Familia Counseling Center; Kathryn Canepa, Project 
Manager, Civic Thread; Representative from the San Joaquin Council of Governments (Invited)
Moderator:  Matt Hertel, Long Range Planning Manager, City of Sacramento, Section Director, SVS APA

We know addressing climate change is the right thing to do, but this can be particularly hard in our rural and underrepresented 
communities where resources and support can be limited. In this session, we will hear from individuals who are actively working on the 
ground to combat climate change and promote resilience in their own way. By spotlighting their e�orts with real case studies, we will 
discuss what sustainability means in these communities, why di�erent solutions are needed, and how these innovative solutions are being 
implemented to make a di�erence.   

Friday, Oct 18 – Hosted by AEP
Do the Right Thing: The Many Facets of Planning for Child Care 
Panelists: Kristen Anderson, Child Care Consulting, Redwood City; Sarah Kinahan, Coordinator, Child Care Partnership Council, San Mateo County; Joanne 
Brion, Brion Economics, Inc., Child Care Policy Analyst 
Moderator:  Stephanie Parsons, CreativEnvironment Group

Child care is an important part of community infrastructure that not only supports family success and household self-su�ciency but also local economic 
development and businesses by creating the conditions for a stable and reliable workforce. Yet, child care facility development faces challenges similar 
to a�ordable housing but without the mandates, incentives, and �nancing sources.  This program will present strategies and tools used to facilitate the 
siting and development of new facilities and how local political will and planning policies can support and encourage development that addresses child 
care supply gaps.
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Friday, November 15 – Hosted by APA
Do the Right Thing: Be Inclusive in a Polarized World
Panelists: Dave Defanti, Deputy County Executive for Community Services, Sacramento County; Eric Paredes, Public Policy Advocate, Yuba Sutter Blue Zones 
Project; Juliana Lucchesi, AICP, Community Development Director, City of Yreka, VP for Professional Development, APA California; Joanna Mack, Associate 
Architect, Salazar Architect
Moderator:  Julia Lave Johnston, Director of Education Services, CALCOG, Vice Chair APA Chapter Presidents Council, National APA

In today's increasingly polarized world, the need for us to practice inclusivity in our work has never been more pressing. However, this can be a 
challenging task, often testing our own moral compass and professional principles. In this last Speaker Series session, we will hear from leaders at all 
levels who will share their �rsthand experiences navigating the complexities of inclusive planning. Through their stories, we will gain insights into how 
they e�ectively balance di�ering viewpoints and uphold inclusivity in their work. Our discussion will explore how to collaborate with individuals of 
diverse opinions, how to engage respectfully with those who have di�erent values and beliefs, how to foster productive dialogues with openness and 
attentiveness, and how to translate feedback into meaningful work products and overall change.

DO THE RIGHT THING:


