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GENERAL PLANS, SPECIFIC PLANS, AND
ZONING IMPLEMENTATION



GENERAL PLAN OVERVIEW




Nature of the General Plan

The general plan is often described as a blueprint or
constitution for land use, development and resource decisions

. A Vision for Cupertino
|

Cupertino aspires to be a balanced
community with quiet and attractive
residential neighborhoods; exemplary
parks and schools; accessible open

~ space areas, hillsides and creeks; and

a vibrant, mixed-use “Heart of the
City.” Cupertino will be safe, friendly,
healthy, connected, walkable,
_ bikeable and inclusive for all residents =~
- and workers, with ample places and
~opportunities for people to interact,
7 recreate, innovate and collaborate.
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Minimum Requirements

= Comprehensive

00000000
L0000 0000

" Long-term planning horizon

(20-25 years) enitronuis (GETEIA 3Pl
o Guidelines

= |dentified planning area kR ady

" |nternal consistency
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Land Use Planning Hierarchy

Long-Term More General
SPECIFIC PLANS
ZONING
Discretionary/Legislative
Short-Term More Detailed
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Required General Plan Elements

®
®

Land Use Element

Identifies how land can be used
and distributes those uses

Circulation Element

Identifies transportation and
mobility solutions for all modes
of travel

Housing Element

Addresses housing issues and
projects future housing needs

Open Space Element

Details plans for open land
preservation and parks

® OB

Conservation Element

Addresses the conservation and
development of natural resources

Safety Element

Establishes programs to protect
communities from natural hazards

Noise Element

Identifies noise issues in the
community and addresses their
impacts on sensitive uses

Environmental Justice

Element

Ensures all people are treated fairly
by land use decisions
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asic Structure

ENVISION BURLING AME

EnvViSion
BURLINGAME

HP.4.3: Existing Open Spaces Chapter XI: IMPLEMENTATION
Conduct a study to identify the bevel of use for each park, trad, and open PROG RAMS

space in Burlingame, and ensure that existing open spaces meet

i : ¢ i 7 Table IP-1
rosidents’ and visitars' evalving needs, providing unique recreation
experiences in parks, open spaces, trails, and public plazas, Consider Imphemanting Programs
ncorporating education with recreation opportunities in the rencvation of Extimated Timeframeds)
axisting parks, [SR, H, §]

HP-4.4: Patential New Open Spaces Implementing Program

In concert with development proposals in the North Burlingame and

Horth Rellins Road districts, require plans for publicly accessible plazas

and open spaces. Develop guidelines so that these spaces 1o fit within w1 prehantive Zoning Ordinsncs Updete

ing Code Mlurvicioa Cocle
HP-4.5: Central Gathering Space Tithe 25) ared prepare o comprebarmive update for City Council
inceder 1 align with the guiding prircisles, gosls, and

the avarall parks and racreation system in Burlingame. [MP, DR, PA, H, 5|

City staff will rsionw the curment

Explore epportunities to create a new central gathesng space in of near
Downtown and on Broadway. [SR, PA H]

policies of the Ganersl Plan

Policylies} Imgltomentod CC-3.90: CC-4.1 through CC
128 1.5 CC-2.5; ED-1.1 through
15 ED-21, 22 M35 M-61

Existing Conditions Report

Public Draft | November 2015

through 6.3
Progeam Categanes) SR, DR, SO, MP. FE, PA
Responstle D ) | Community Development

Supporting Departments Censral County Fire Depariment,
City Attomey, City Manager
{Sustainability Coordinaterd,

| Public Works

Prepared by | Partmeris)

Funding Source(s) | General Fund, Geants

NELSON
MYGAARD

"1

Background Policy Implementation
Information (text + diagrams) Programs
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Specific Plans

Zoning

Conditional Use Permits
Development Agreements

Consistency with the General Plan

"= There are over 20 types of
approvals and actions that must
be consistent with the General
Plan

Development Projects

Capital Improvement
Programs

Public Works Projects
Open Space Zoning
Acquisitions
Disposals

= CEQA review of projects requires
a General Plan consistency
analysis

Easements

Reserving Land For Public Uses
(Police/Fire Stations, Parks)

Road/Utility Rights-of-Way
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Inadequate General Plan Consequences

= Court order to fix the General Plan
= Limits on future development
= Vulnerability of past approvals

= Attorney’s fees
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GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENTS AND UPDATES




General Plan Amendments

" The State encourages
general plans to be
current and relevant

= However, cities and
counties are limited to
four amendment “cycles”
per year
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General Plan Updates

= While amendments are good,
general plans typically require
more comprehensive updates
every 15 to 20 years

= General plan updates are
opportunities to engage the
community, confirm the long-
term vision and fully update,
analyze and evaluate all parts
of the document
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RECENT CONTENT REQUIREMENTS




Complete Streets (as 13ss)

Requires Circulation Elements to include a plan for a
balanced, multi-modal transportation network to meet
the needs of all modes of transportation and users.
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Climate Change (as 32,5897, 5-13-08)

Requires local jurisdictions to identify ways to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 through
land use and mobility policy and programes.
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Sustainable Communities Strategies (ss 37s)

Links land use, transportation and housing planning to greenhouse
gas reductions strategies, and requires regional coordination.

mefropolitan
planning

San Francisco ._, i

Bay Area: organizations
responsible for S c S
Transportatlon implementing
iy
and Land Uses /
Legend
"""""""" SAN FRANCISCO
[peen spac
= riznty Jevenament e )
= Frizeity {ormervation Area |POL
= SB 375
RAILSTSTE applies to the
L e State of California
558
Caltrain
ligh ani &WTA]
Cable Car Musi)
A POPULATION
DOakland 0
Bawatz 5000350000
da <50.000

San . A = ; ,.e i 2anti
Mateo e el Clara
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Flooding (s 170/s8 5)

Requires local jurisdictions to:
* |dentify areas subject to flooding

e Consider the location of natural resources
used for groundwater recharge and
stormwater management

* Include flood hazard information

 Exclude housing from areas not adequately
protected from flooding

k. ‘. i . .
g . L RN A L F
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Environmental Justice (ss 1000

Requires the fair treatment of people
of all races, cultures and incomes
with respect to the development,
adoption, implementation and
enforcement of the general plan

Includes specific requirements to
address EJ when revising two or more
General Plan elements and when
disadvantage communities have been
identified
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Healthy Communities

While not a legal requirement,
addressing community health through
the general plan is a growing trend:

 Walkable neighborhoods
e Access to healthy foods

e Parks and recreation

 Healthy schools and nutrition
e Health care access

e Worksite wellness
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ZONING IMPLEMENTATION




Specific Plans and Sub-Area Plans
Has many different names

= Specific Plan
=  Master Plan/Corridor Plan
= Qverlay or Special District

A tool to create special places in your community

Often used for downtowns, growth areas,
commercial corridors — any distinct place

Tailored land use standards to achieve your vision!

“Rancho
=Cordova

e

Includes implementation, including programs,
infrastructure assessment, and financing

GENERAL PLANS, SPECIFIC PLANS, AND ZONING IMPLEMENTATION e



s
ey
-

YO ur ZO N | ng COd e Yuba_ County Development Code

" |s it modern and up to date? [h=12
= Does it address your current = oy A
needs?

Development Code
Adopted July 21, 2015

" |s it easy to use for the
average citizen and decision

Sacramento Count
makers? 4

Zoning Code

Effective September 25, 2015

= Does it implement your
DEVELOPMENT CODE
G e n e ra I P | a n ? Truckee Municipal Code, Title 18

January 11,2019
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So Many Topics. ..
= Vacation Rentals
= Cannabis Dispensaries
= Urban Agriculture

= “Undesirable” uses
(smoke shops,
vape lounges)

= Mixed-Use Zones

" Historic Resources
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Using Desigh Guidelines

= Urban design is the art of making
places for people

= Considers site and architectural
design for both the public and
private realms

”

= Typically includes more “shoulds
than “shalls”

= Part of discretionary review

= Not all jurisdictions have design
guidelines

EXISTING AVOID ENCOURAGE

Buildings should be clustered to preserve agricultural and natural resources.
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Contact Info

MEBG

Dan Amsden, AICP
Director of Sacramento Operations, MIG

Board Member, APA Sacramento Valley Section
damsden@migcom.com | 916-329-8897 | www.migcom.com

Tricia Stevens, AICP

MIG Consulting Planner and former Principal Planner with Sacramento County
Board Member and Past Section Director, APA Sacramento Valley Section
tstevens@migcom.com | 916-698-4592 | www.migcom.com
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